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— Hy, ctapyxa, 10/2KHO OBITh 3UMa OyAeT CypoBoit, — cka3an Exxko nanu ExXKoBoid,
KOra Ioj Beuep HabIo1a1 3a BOCXOAOM JIYHBI.

— A1, aii, TOIbKO Obl BOAa HAC He 3ajuia, — OTBeTWIa maHu ExXKoBa, modechiBast
3aJHEM JarlKO KOHYMK HOCA.

ITan ExXxo TIIATEIbHO OCMOTPEJICS, a TOTOM BHBILIE] Yepe3 HOPKY.

Ha nBope 6611 Takoi MpeKpacHbIil Bedep! Y JyHbI ObLIO HECKOJIBKO KOJEL M HEXKHO
Besi1 BeTepok. [1an Exko cen Ha 3agHue 1anku U npuHioxajics. Hukakoit omacHOCTH OH
HE MOYYyBCTBOBAJI.

— IMocaymaii, crapyxa, OyayT MOpO3bl, a IPUIACOB Y HAC MAJIOBATO, — KPUKHYJI OH
B HODY.

— BepHo, BepHO cTapMK, Hy TaK 1103a00ThCsl, YTOOBI ¥ HAILlM MaJbILIW JOXWJIU 10
BECHBI.

A naH Exko u B camoMm paejie 3a0oTuiics Ha coBecTh. EIIE BUepa moa ctapoil au-
KOM IpyIIE OH HAIIEJ YyIECHYIO JIOXKOMHKY, I1e ObUI0 TaK MHOTO Ianaiui! OgHako oH
00SIJICS YTO-HUOYIb B3STh, ITOCKOJIBKY IO COCEACTBY MACIUCh OBLbI, KOTOPBIX 3aTOHSLIT
ONacHBIN 1IEc — oBYapka bpHyo.

— Crapyxa, a KJ1agoBasi y Hac B Iopsiike? — crpocui rmaH EXXKo y cBoeit Komoueit
MOJIPYTH.

— Hy, pazymeercs He coBceM, a Thl HA O Y€M He 3a00THUIIbCSI, — OTPpyOWJIa MaHu
Exxosga.

Exxo mone3 B HOpy OCMOTPETh XO35IMCTBO. B uX JioroBe ObLIO ABA MTOMELICHUSI:
chajibHS U KJagoBasl.

B yrojike MajieHbKO# HOpKM Jiexkasiu ero cbiHOBbS Dypko 1 Mypko. Ob6a 0bu1H e1e
MaJjibl M HEONBITHBI, TaK YTO MaHU EXXKOBa enBa ycreBaja 3arOHSTb UX B THE310, YTOOBI
OHU HE COBEPIIWIN Neped HOPOU KaKyro-HUOYIb ITyNnocTh. Beab omacHOCTe ObL10 XOTh
oTOaBisiii. Haa iecomM mOCTOSIHHO KpyxKuJjia cTast BOpOoH, a 3Meii Dy 1o coceacTBY TOJIbKO
Y XOaJI, YTOObl KOrO-HUOYIb LIAITHYTh.

Onnaxko naH Exxko 0wt HacTopoxke. [Tan @y cpa3y ncuesall, enBa ero ImouyeT. A mmaH
Exxo yxe npeacTasiisiji, Kak OyaeT oorpbi3aTh ero pEophIIIKM.

I[TocMoTpen oH Ha cOsAIIMX AETel, a IOTOM Yepe3 y3KOoe OTBEpCTHE 3a0pasics B Kila-
J0BY10. B omHOM yri1y ObLIO HECKOJIbKO CYXMX CJIMB, OTPBI3KU SI0JIOK, KEIYIU: BCE 3TO
OoJIbllIEl YacThIo 415 AeTeli. Ero ropaocTbio ObII0 MHOXKECTBO MAliCKMX XKYKOB, JKYKOB-
OJICHEM, XXYKOB-MEIBEXAT U I'YCEHWULl, KOTOPbhIe ObUIM aKKypaTHO YJIOXKEHBI BIOJIb BCEU
CcTeHbl KiagoBoii. Kaxaplii 1eHb OH HECKOJIbKO pa3 3aXOAWJI B KJIaJOBYID OCMOTPETh U
MPUBECTHU B IOPSIIOK CBOM 3amachl, IpY 3TOM MUPOJIIOOMBO Bopuai cede mofd HOC.

— Crapuk, a cTapuK, DIpUHEC OBl €11IE Yero-HUOYIb CBEXXEHbKOI0, — KPUKHYJIA €My
naHu ExxkoBa, KoTopasi B 3To BpeMs1 Kopmuiia s10JioukoM MajieHbKoro Mypko. Ho @ypko
HE XOTeJI HUKAKUX s10JI0K. OH npeanodyéen Obl CYLIEHOTO MaCKOro XyKa, KOTOpOTO He-
JaBHO, Korga ExxkoBoil He ObLTO JoMa, pa3ao0bLT B KJIaaoBoi. BoT Korma mojryyn 1uie-
MOK I10 HOCY, BOJIEM-HEBOJICH MPUHSIJICS U 3a SI0JI0KO.

ExXxKo temM BpeMeHeM yxke BbIOpaiCcsl U3 HOPbl 1 BHUMATEJIbHO OOHIOXMBAJI OKPYTY.
OH, KOHEYHO, HUYEro He 00sIcs, HO ObLI OCTOPOXHBIM! BOT HEJaBHO cXBaTuJja €ro Ju-
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culia, u naH Exxko ene-elie ycrea cBEpHYThCS B KiyOoK. boJiblile yaca oHa KaTajia ero
Tyla-croaa, nepeBopadyrBalia, OOHIOXWBaIA, U TOJIBKO IMOCJIE TOr0, KAK OCHOBATEJIbHO UC-
KOJIOJIA JIaIlbl, yOeXasa ¢ CEpAUTHIM BOPUYAHUEM.

OcCTOpOXHO MPUOIMXKASICH K Ipylle, OH MPUCIYIIUBAICI K KaxXaoMy 1opoxy. OH
OYEHb XOPOILIIO U3YYUJ BCIO OKpyTY. 2KWJI 31eCh COo cBOeit crtapyxoid yxxe nBa roga. Korma
1X HOPY BO3JIE pYUbsl 3aJIMJI0 BOJIOI, OHM OTHPAaBUIMCh UCKATh HOBBII JOM.

Ha nyry Bo3ne Kpy:XuHbl! BCTpeTWIMCh ¢ maHOM KpTKO, 1 OH UM IIprCcOBETOBAJ
OMYCTEBIIYIO HOPY oA OOJILIIMM KaMHEM Ha caMo Kpato Jaiiy. EXKOBIIBI TOTYAC OXOT-
HO MEPECETUINCh U C TOM MOPBI ObLIM HEPA3TyYHBIMU APY3bIMU ¢ coceqoM KpTKo, ybu
JJAOMPUHTHI pacrojarajuch Kak pas Mo Jyauiei.

Hopy nog kaMmHeM OHM OCHOBATEJIbHO MOYMCTUJIN, PACIIMPUIN U YIJIYOUIU, B 3TOM
1M IMoMoTaJ1 U 1aBaji coBeThl cocen, Kptko. [ToTomM Beikonau €1i€ oiHy, MEHbIIYIO HOPY
JUTSI KJ1agoBO. B ropHUIly HAHOCHIN CYyXOTO MXa U B YIJIy YCTPOWJIX THE3MO.

ITan Exxo Tak o6pamoBaicss CBOEMY HOBOMY JJOMY, UTO OT MU30bITKA YYBCTB CTaJI KYy-
BBIPKATbCS Y CIIyYaliHO YKOJIOJ HEXXHYIO ITyOKY maHa KpTKo, Tak 4TO TOT OT cTpaxa yILIE
B Kj1agoBylo. BnpouyeMm, oH He cepauics Ha naHa EXKO, a TOJIbKO MOIIPOCH, YTOObI OH
00JIbllIe HE BEPTEJICS, KOI/Ia OKAXeTCsl MTOOJIM30CTH.

C TO¥ mOpBI OHU CTAJIU BEPHBIMU APY3bSIMU U TTIOMOTAIA APYT APYTY B HOYHBIX OXO-
Tax.

Exxo B3gporHya. OH ycablllagd KaKOM-TO MOJO3PUTEIbHBINA 1IOpox. CBepHYJICH,
MPOCYHYJ HOC MEXIY 3aJHUMU JIAIaMU 1 HATIPSKEHHO HAOII01aJl.

Bapyr pazom pacripsaMuicsa M KWHYJCS Ha BOPOX XKEJIThIX JUCTheB. Ho ObLIO yxXe
no3aHo. Jlobkua rcuesia B Kyde KaMHEM.

— D1 ThI, cTapasi ypoArHa, Thl MHE €11€ MoNaaeIbcsi, — OTBOAMI ayiny Exko, 00-
HIOXMBasl KAMHU.

DTO OB OH, cTapblii 3Meii Dy, Ha KOTOPOTO OH AABHO YK€ TOYMJI 3y0, HO TOT BCeraa
MTHOBEHHO OT HETO YXOIWJI.

3Mest Dy HeHaBUAEIa BCS OKPYra, 1 0COOEHHO MOCTOSIHHO XKaJI0BaJIMCh Ha HETO TEB-
ynre NTUlbl. BecHoil Bo Bceil OKpyre He HallIoch ObI THE31a, B KoTopoM Dy He chel Obl
nTeH10B. Kpome Toro oH ObLI KOJIYHOM, YapoeeM, OT €T0 sia BIHYXXACHBI ObLIN yOe-
raTh BCE XKUBYIIUE B JieCy. YIMBUTEIbHBIM 3MeeM ObLT 3TOT Dy. Y Hero ObLIN SI0BUTHIC
3yObl, HO OJHUM YKYCOM U OJHMM BIIPBICKMBAaHMEM SIAa B paHKY OH MOT YOUTH TOJILKO
COBCEM MaJIECHbKOTO 3BEpbKa, a 00Jiee KPYITHBIX 3BEPbKOB, YTOObI YOUTH MX, TOJKEH ObLIT
PaHUTb B HECKOJIBKUX MECTax.

ITocne HeymauHoro nmpbikka oTnpaBuics nmaH Exko panbiie. JoOpancs 10 camoit
JIOXKOMHKM MOJ TpyLIei U ¢ pafoCThIO 3aMETHUJI, UTO MO HEW MHOTO TTaIaInlI,.

OH cpa3y ¢ ycepaueM MPUCTYIIUII K padoTe, YTOOBI 32 HOUb YCIIETh O0EPHYTHCS HE-
CKOJIBKO pas.

OH pa3srpedan JIMCThs, BEIOMpPaJ CaMbl€ KPACUBBIE TPYILIM M HOCUJI UX B HEOOJIBIIIYIO
SIMKY nog, 6yropkoM. Korna ssmka Obl1a yKe MoJHOM, 3a0pajicss Ha Oyropok, CBEpHYJICS

'KPY2KMHA — rycThIe 3apociiy KOJII0Uero Kycrapuuka — I1pumM. mep..
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B KIIyOOK 1 cKatujcs B asMKy. OH Tpojenal 3TO HECKOJIbKO pa3, oKa He MOYyBCTBOBAJ,
YTO €My Ha CIIMHY HAaKOJIOJOCh JOCTATOUHO Ipylil. Torma oH oTrpaBuCs JOMOM.

ExxxoBa yxe xnana ero nepen Hopoidl. OHa moTvpasa Janku ot yaoBoabcTBus. [1o
OJHOM cHsi1a Tpy1u co criuHbl Exkko. 3aTem ExXkKo 3akaTbIBai X B HOpPY, a ExkkoBa ykiia-
IbIBaJia B KJIaOBOM.

3abexaa ¥ OH CJIeJOM 3a HEW B KJIaAOBYIO, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh, CKOJILKO ITPpUOaBU-
Jiock. Korna yBuaen MHOXECTBO 3arOTOBJIEHHOM MUILA, OOJIU3HYJICS YIOBIETBOPEHHO.

Kak To1bKO OH BhbILLIEN U3 KJIaJ0BOM, 3aKprUyai B UCITYTE:

— Crapyxa, crapyxa, a raie ®ypxo?

— 4l cama MUHYTY Ha3aj yJoXuaa nX 000MX U MXOM YKpblia, — cKa3aja naHu Ex-
KOBa, MPOXO/s Yepe3 TOPHULLY K THE3Y.

ITpuHsanuce nocnemHo nckarth. Ilepedpaiv B rHe3ae BeCh MOX, HECKOJILKO pa3 00e-
>KaJi BOKpYT KaMH$I, HO DypKo He ObLJIO HUTE.

®Dypko ObLI 60ABIINM 030pHUKOM. EMy €111€ He MCTOJTHMIOCH U IBYX MECSIIIEB, a OH
yXe M3y4rJI BCE OKPeCTHOCTU. MypKO, KOTOpPHBIN ObLI Ha Iojyaca cTaplie, Ha3blBaJl HE
MHa4ye Kak Jiexxeookoi. Ilan Exxko, KOHEUYHO, Bcerga yctpauBaja eMy TPENKY, Koraa 3a-
cTaBaJ repea Hopoii, Ho @ypKo He ynycKal cliydasl yIU3HYTh.

Bot u ceiiuac, 3aMeTHUB, 4YTO MaTh U OTELl 3aHSTHI YKJIaAblBAHUEM TPYIL, OH OCTO-
POXHO BBIOpAJICS U3-T10J1 MXa U Y3KMM OOKOBBIM BBIXOJOM, TIPUTOTOBJIEHHBIM Ha CTydaii
OIMAaCHOCTHU, CKPBIICS MEXIAY KaMHE.

DypKo naxe He MOA03peBall, KAKOEe HECUYACThe MOTJIO €ro MOCTUTHYTh. OH Beceso
cKakaJl MeX KaMHeli 1 YyBCTBOBAJI Ce0s1 COBEPILIEHHO CBOOOIHBIM, TOCKOJBKY €0 HE CO-
MPOBOXIAINU 3aMedyaHus poauTesieid. Ero nroiaku eiie€ He ObUIM JOCTATOYHO TBEPIBLIMMU,
OH €e11I€ He TTO3HaJI TalfH XXWU3HU HOYHOTO JIeca, HO OLIy1IaJl ce0s1 0eCKOHEYHO CBOOOIHBIM.
OH coBaJi CBOI1 HOC MO/, Kax bl KaMellleK U CMEJI0 HallpaBJIsUICS Ha KaXKIbli KPUK.

Bo3zne ogHOro u3 kaMHel OH OCTaHOBWIICS. B3AporHya u mocMoTpea Ha SIPKU XKE-
TBII CBET, MPOAMPABIIMNIICS CKBO3b BETBU JepeBbeB. [1oANMPBITHYI 1 yIad Ha UTO-TO MSIT-
Koe. bbICTpO 3a1mycTi1 B HEeTO CBOM 3yOKM M OTCKOYMII.

— Ilocaymait, Majblill, HE Aypy U He 00MXKail 10OPOIOPsIOUYHYIO XKaby, — Mpon3-
HECJIO 3TO HEYTO.

BepHo, BepHO, TOIBKO ceifuac OH y3HaJl €€ 110 3amaxy. OTo cTapas xaba bpekeke,
KOTOpasi HeJaBHO ObljIa Y HMX B TOCTSIX U TIPUHECA €My ellE XXKMBOTO MaiCKOTO XKyKa.

— Ilocroii, BOT y3HAeT oTell, OH TeOe 3a4acT, — NpojoykKaia TéTKa bpekeke.

DypKo MOYYBCTBOBAJI ce0sT MOCPAMIJIEHHBIM M OITacalics, YTO TETKA pacCKaxKeT OTILY,
rae oH opoaua Houblo. [ToaToMy OH OBICTPO 3a0paJsics Mo 00JIbIIONW KaMEeHb, Kyda BeJia
yao0Has OoJiblIas HOpa.

3aech OH MOYYysJI CTpaHHBIN 3anax. OgHako HaOpaJics cMeslocTu. JIyHa CKBO3b BETBU
JIepeBbeB CBETUJIA KaK pa3 MmojJ KaMeHb. OH HACTYIIMJI Ha HEUTO OYEHb MSITKOE, YTO HEJIb-
351 OBLJIO CPABHUTDH C X MOXOBBIM THE3/IOM.

ITonpiTancsa 66110 HA HEM KOMMOPTHO pacTsIHyThcs. OqHAKO HEYTO Ha Hero Habpo-
cunock. Cineayss MHCTUHKTY CAMOCOXPaHEHMUSsI, OH CBEPHYJICS B KITyOOK.
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Bokpyr Hero nogHsiicst BU3r, U Mypko moYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO €ro MnepeKkaTbiBaloT U3
CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY. M BCE XX€ ATOT BU3T HE MOKA3aJICs €My BpaxKaeOHbIM, ITO3TOMY OH
MOCTEIIEHHO CHOBA paCHpPSIMUJICS.

Boxpyr Hero npuTaHLOBbLIBAIM TPU IOHBIE JIMCUUKY M OYE€Hb 3a0aBJISIJIUCh TEM, UTO
MOTYT KaTaTb TaKOM KOJIIOUMI KJIYOOK, KaKOTO JI0 CEi TTOPhl OHMU €l11I¢ He BUICIIN.

— YK mokasajl 66l HOC, KTO Thl U OTKyAa? — CHpocuja camasl Becesasi, MbITasiCh
nepeBepHyTh ero Ha cnuHy. OnHako PypKo BCE 3Ke HEe T0BEpsIT UM.

— YTo ckaxeT HaM MaMa, KOIJa Mbl 3TO €l MOKaXXeM, — CKa3zaja Apyras.

— A 4 TIOJIOXKY €ro ¢ CO00M 1 JaM eMy MOTrpbI3Th TYCUMHOE OeAp0, — CKa3ajia TPEThs,
OCTOPOKHO 3aKaTbiBast DypKo B THE3MO.

— IlycTh TyT mOKa ocTaercs, OyaeM ¢ HUM UTIpaTh, IOKa MaMa He TIPUAET, — Npe-
JIOXKWJIAa IepBasl.

C 3tuM nocie HeOOoJIbIION NepedpaHKu cornacuinch. CHOBA MPUHSIJIUCH KAaTaTh €ro
110 HOPE, TaK YTO rOJI0BA MOILIA KPYTOM.

Korna oH 0oJibliie yXXe He MOT 3TOTO BbIHECTU, PACOPSIMUIICS U MPOOEKaAT MEXIY
HumMmu. IlomHsicsa Bu3r. Bece 3a6uaucek 1o yrjiam u 00bllle He OTBaXXKMBAJIMCh MPUOJIN-
KaThCs K KOJTIOUEMY KIyOKY.

— IlocMmoTpute, oHO yMeeT Oerathb. A e y HEro HOrm? — CIpocuia BTopas Jiu-
CHYKa.

— ¥V MeHs 1 3y0bl ecTh! — cMesno npousHeéc PypKo, 3aHMMasl BHIFOIHYIO TTO3ULIMIO B
OIHOM M3 YIJIOB.

DTO MpoU3BeJIO BNevaTJieHe Ha IOHbIX JIucuueK. Ho Korma oHu yBUaEIU, 4TO KTy~
OOK K HUM HE UJET, CHOBA MPUHSJIUCH €T0 JOHUMATh.

— Ilocayuiaii, mourpaii ¢ Hamu, g Tebe MOTOM UYTO-TO AaM, — MPEIIOXKUIA EMY
TPEThS.

N ®ypko ObLT HE TTPOTUB.

OHU MOJHSUIA TaKyl0 BECEIYI0 BO3HIO, YTO BBIMEIM BCE JIMChe JIOrOBO. Bo Bpems
WUTPHI Jaxe Mmolaparnairch, HO He oOpalllajii Ha 3To BHMMaHue. B 3aBeplieHue Kaxnas
MpUHECIa eMy OCTaTKU cBoero odena, u ®ypko Haescs 10 oTBaja. [loTom oHM MOJIOXM-
JIV €ro B yIIy MeXay co0oli, YTOObI 3aBTpa CHOBA UTPaTh C HAUM, KaK TOJIbKO MaMa YIUAET
Ha OXOTY.

®ypko 4To-TO MyuyrJio. OH yIIED U3 JoMa, HO JoMa 00 3TOM He 3HaroT. OH Oosuics
OTLIOBCKOT'O THEBA U ITIOTOMY HE MOT 3aCHYTb.

Korna nucuukuy ycHyIM, OH OCTOPOXXHO BBIOpAJICS U3 HOPbI M OTIPABUJICS JOMOIA,
BHMMATEJIbHO OOHIOXMBAsI CBOU CJIeAbl, YTOObI HE 3a0JIyAUTHCS.

JloMa ero uckaju nNo4YTHU BCIO HOUb. YK€ U Hafexay notepsiyiv. Exxko aymai, 4ro ero
3anyina KoaayH Dy.

ITon yrpo crapuku- ExXXKOBILIbI YCHYJIU OT YCTaJOCTH. ..

Korna man Exxo npocHyJicsi, oH cpasy rmocMotpel Ha MecTto Pypko. [1azam cBoum
He ToBepw1. B rHe3me jrexkan 3mopoBbiii @ypKo U CITOKOMHO Xparedl.

Exxxo xoTesioch NpbIraTh OT pagoCTU U 00JM3aTh €ro 030pHOI HOocuK. OgHAKO OH
coBiaaan ¢ coboit. Caenal cepbe3Hoe JIULO U NOTIHYJ DypKo 3a yXo.
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— Mautblli, rae Thl IaTtajacs 0€3 MOero pa3pellieHus1? — 3arpeMesio MoJ KaMHEM.

DypKo € TPYAOM IMPUOTKPHLI I1a3a. Tak XOpolIo eMy chajoch Iocje 3a0aB U yrolie-
HUSI, KOTOPOE IOCTAJIOCh €My OT IOHBIX JIUCULI.

Opnako nmaH Exxo He pazgymbiBai. OH BuITamua DypKo 13 MOXOBOM ITOCTENN U
Ccpa3y XXe MPUHSUICS JaBaTh €My OTLIOBCKME HACTaBJeHMS. YIapbl TaK W ChINAJIMCh Ha
®dypko.

— ITocayiaii, MaJiblll, 7a Tl BOHSIEIIb JIUCATUHOM, — yxXKacHyscs naH Exko. — Hy
U TJI€ Xe Thl ObLI?

DypKo OoT 0OUABI U CJIE3 HE MOT OTBEYaTh.

— Jla 3Haellb 11 Thl, YTO MOTJIO C TOOOM CIYYUThCS? — pyrajics Jajablile OTeLl.

Opnako nanu ExxkoBa 3Toro BeITeprieTs He Moria. OT pagoctu, uto e€ MdypKo cHoBa
C HEl >KMBOI U 3J0pPOBBI, OHA 000 BCEM 3a0bu1a. KMHynach MeXIy OTLOM 1 CBIHOM U
ocBoboauaa MypKo U3 OTLIOBCKUX JIATIOK.

®DypKo co cae3aMu CHOBA 3a0paJicsl B THE310, a OTeLl MPOA0JIKal pyraTbCsl.

— Bnpenp Oynennbs 3HaTh, HENOCAYIIHbIMA Manbuuniuka!.. [Tokyaa JiyHa He TOSIBUTCS
CHOBa, OyJelllb CTOSITh B YIUIY Ha 3aJJHUX JlallKaX U Ha CEroAHs MOJIyYUIb TOABKO CyXOi
NPOULJIOTOAHUM KETYIb.

Korna 3a6pe3xui pacCBET U Ha TOPU30HTE TTOKA3aJIMCh IEPBBIE JTy4r BOCXOASIIETO
coJjiHlia, ExXXkoB1bl ToTOBUINUCH KO CHY. Ho cTouio nany ExXXKo cBEepHYThCSI U MPUKPHITh
IJ1a3a, OH YCJbIIIAA KakK KTO-TO CKpeOETcs nepen BxoaoM. DTo 0611 KpTtko. Obdecnoko-
eHHBbIN MaH ExXKo MOKMHYJ HOpY, 4To xoueT rmaH KpTko B yac, Koraa Bce HOUHbIE 3BEpU
roToBSTCS KO CHY? OH ell€ pa3 NpoTEP MOPJAOUKY 1 BHICYHYJICSI U3-T10J KAMHSI.

— Hy 4T0, KyM, 4TO CJIy4nI0Ch?

— XM, B KpYy>XMHE IIPOUCXOISIT BaXHbIe COOBITUSI, — cKa3ajl eMy KpTko.

— Hy, Tak moiigémM K HaM, a TO MO yTpaM 3AeCh YacTO JIeTaeT rojioJHasi coBa.

— 3Halo, 3Halo; 9 U caM omacarpch. 3eMys ceryac cyxas, U HET BO3BMOXHOCTHU TJe
YTOIHO 3aKOIIaThCs; OHAKO $I XOTEJI COOOIIUTh BaM, — cKa3asl KpTko.

Korga KpTko ynoO6HO ycTpouics Ha MXy, OH HadyaJl TAMHCTBEHHO:

— Y Hac TyT He3BaHBIN IOCTh...

— Hy u xT0 Xe 310? — cripocuiia a1000mbITHas maHu Exkona.

— Kakoii-To craphblil X0JIOCTSIK, TOMAIIHSS KpbIica. A BOHSIET TaK, UYTO B HOCY CBEp-
our.

— XM, XM, — OpoBopuaj naH Exxko.

— Kak 0n1 ero nipordath? — crpocua KpTko.

— OH, TOJKHO OBITh, OraceH?

— Ot0 epyHaa. Kaxaelii Komy-HUOyIb onaceH. Peub o Opoasire, KOTOPhI HA BO YTO
He CTaBUT 3aKOHBI U 00bIYau KpykKUH. OXOTUTCS Ha BCEX U B JTII000E BpeMsl.

— Jla? Torma emy cpeau Hac HET MeCcTa, — OTBETWJI aH ExXKo.

— OH ewig xyxe yeM Dy, n3-3a 3anaxa, — npogoskan Kprko.

— Tornoa oH 10/KeH yopaThesl oTcrofa. TyT MOTYT KMTb TOJABKO T€, KTO TIPUACPXKU-
BaeTCsI UCKOHHBIX MPaBWJI KPYKUH. Tak rj1acuTt 3aKOH KPY>KMH.

ITan KpTko, Korma yxe COBCEM YCIOKOWJICS, 3apbUICSI B MOX CHaTb, ITOCKOJIBbKY
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COJIHIIE ObLIO YK€ BhICOKO. Koraa rmog Beuep oH NpOCHYJICS, OHU ITOCOBETOBAJIUCH O TOM,
KOTO JIOJIKHBI TIPUTJIACUTD Ha Cyd. Pelnnuy, 4To cya co30BYT yepe3 ABa AHS, TIepel BOC-
XOJIOM COJIHIIA, KOT/AA IO JIECHBIM 3aKOHAM YK€ 3alPEIIEHO OXOTUTHCS U KAXKI0€ JIECHOE
CYILIECTBO JOJIXKHO CHPITATBCH.

B nepBylo ouepenb, pazymeeTcsl, JOJKHbI HAWTU (puanHa Xy, KOTOPBINA SIBIsSIETCS
peaceaaresieM JECHOIO Cya.

C 5TuM He ObLIO XJIOIIOT, OH KUWJI HeMOoJaAEKy B ayIuie ayoa.

Camoli TpynHOM 3amayeil ObIJIO HAWTU JIECHOTO MoyTajboHa coiKky IIxe, KoTopas
noHuMaJia Bce s13biku. OO0 3ToM no3adotuics naH KpTko, K KOTOpoMy COiKa XaxkuBajia
eIBa JIU HE KaXbI1 JICHb.

JloroBopuianch €€, 4TO MO30BYT U Jiucully JIymaky, KoTropast O4eHb IIPOBOPHA U T10
JIECHBIM 3aKOHAM HE MMEET MpaBa OXOTUTHCS MOCJIE MOJYHOUU.

ITocne kopoTkoro coBelianuss KpTko mpocTuics, 4ToObl ele ¢ Beuepa OCMOTPETh
CBOM JJaOMPUHTHI, CKOJILKO YEPBEN 1 MAMCKUX XXYKOB B HAX MOMAJIO.

*k%

Kak Tonbko Ixe pa3zHeca HOBOCTb, B JIECy BO3HUKJIM OXXUBJICHUE U CyeTa.

A 4epe3 1Ba THS B JIeCy COCTOSICS 0OJIbILIONM cya. Bo Bpemst 3acegaHus cyaa mno Jjec-
HOMY 3aKOHY OBIIIM 3allpellleHbl JJI0ObIe YOMIICTBA 1 JIt00ast oxoTa. Ecim Obl KTO-HUOYAb
OTBAXXWJICSI OXOTUTHCSI BO BpeMsI 3acelaHusI cyaa, ero 0bl youau. Tak riacui 3aKoH Jieca.

Hactynun gonroxnaaHHbiii Bedyep. boiio Kak pa3 HoBosryHue. CoOpanuch IMOUYTH BCe
YJIEHBI JIECHOTO cyaa. PacnmojioXXuianch BOKPYT LIKMPOKOIO IJIOCKOIO KaMHSI, MO KOTO-
pBIM Haxoaua0Ch xxuinie ExkoBueB. Kaxabiii mpuinén 0e3 ormacku, Beab ObIJIO HOBO-
JIyHY€ U 3acenaj JIECHOM Cy/I.

IIpencemarensckoe MecTo 3aHs1 uinH Xy. JInca Jlymaka KoMm@pOpTHO pacTSIHyJIach
Ha KaMHE ¥ MOJIOXWIa TOJOBY MexXay InepeaHumu janamu. C KaKUM yOOBOJbCTBUEM
Habpocuiach Obl OHA Ha MOJIEBOro YIIacTMKa, HO — ceidac 3TO 3alpelleHO 3aKOHOM
Jieca.

Bo BcéM necy ObLJIO THXO, 3acenan cya!

— XM, nevajabHO, NeYajabHO! — MPOU3HEC MpeaceaaTelib Xy.

— JleiicTBUTEJILHO MeYaJIbHO, — OTO3Bajicsl Malko.

— KT0-TO npe3pen aecHble 3aKOHbI, — CKa3al aajee Xy.

— D1, 311, 9 p€bpa emy 1epejiomaro, — nodasuia Jlynaka u obyim3sana HoC.

— K0 e 310? — cnpocuna cepHa Me.

— OO0 sToM HaM ckaxeT Kptko. I1porry!

KpTKO cupen cb€XMBIIMCH MOA KOPHEM, II€ ObLT MSITKUIA YEPHO3EM.

ITocne Be130Ba Xy XOTe B300OpaThCsl HAa KaMeHb Mepe JULOM COOpaBILIMXCS, HO C
Kpasi KaMH$ yIiaj Ha3ajl, Tak 4To Malko KaTajcsi OT CMexa HaJl €ro HeJIOBKOCTBIO.

— DTO0 cepb€3Hble MUHYThI, HUKTO HE JOJKEH CMesIThbesl! — caennan Malko 3aMmeda-
HUe npeaceaaTeb.
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Maiuko ObLT OrOpY€H TEM, UTO Mepe JIMLOM Cyaa eMy caejaau 3amedaHue. YToobl
HWCIPABUTh MOJOXEHNE, OH Mocaaui Ha meun Kprko.

— MpI ciiymaem! — moOyxxaan ero Xy.

KpTko nmpoT€p MajeHbKMe I1a3K U BUEITWICS B 1yoy Manko.

— 4 nmpuHo1y X)kanody Ha Kpbicy Cu.

— Ipomue! — nopana roJyioc Jlynaka, KoTopasi ¢ yI0oBOJIbCTBMEM HAKMHYJIaCh Obl Ha
Kprtko.

— OH HEHaChITHbIM, OH YOMBAEeT JHEM U HOUBIO, — 100AaBUJT OOBUHUTEJIb.

CobOpaHue BIaJio B OlLieIEHEHME.

KpTKo ¢ obJieryeHrMeM B3IOXHYJI ITOCJIE YTOMUTEIBHOU peuu U OBICTPO COCKOJIB3HYIT
CO CITMHBI Ma1ko, 4ToOblI cpa3y XKe cjierkKa 3apbIThbCs B YePHO3EM.

— OH J0JIKeH ObITh OCYKJIEH T10 3aKOHAaM Jieca! — MPOU3HEC mocae nay3bl Xy.

Kaxnplii CKJIOHWI TOJIOBY M TOJAbKO MalKo CJIOBHO HE MOHMMaJl BaXXHOCTU MO-
MEHTA.

— JlymaiiTe, yBaxkaeMbI€, XOPOLIO AyMauTe!

— W3rHate ero u3 jgeca! — oTBaxkuiaach BhIcKa3aTbcs cepHa Me.

Kaxnapiii 3agymaincs. bpekeke He oOpalliajjla BHUMaHUSI Ha JieTalolero KkoMapa, a
DypKko cBOOOIHO TMpoxaxkuBacs no crimHe Dy.

— XM, 3TO MeYaJbHO, OYEHb ITeYaJibHO, — cKa3aJjia JIlynaka, He oOpalasi BHUMaHUsI
Ha pacTSHYBILIETrocs Mepea Hel YIacTrkKa.

— OH HapylIMJI 3aKOHBI Jleca, OH JOJIKEH YMEpeTh! — ckazan Maixo.

— A MOXeT OBbITh HET, BeAb eMy OyaeT 00JIbHO, — cKa3ajia Me.

— OH poskeH yMepets! Tak ryiacut 3akoH jeca! — ckasana pemutenabHo Jlymaka.

Hacrtynuna rpo6osast TuinrHa. E€ Hapylma Top>KeCTBEHHBIN Borpoc Xy.

— Br1 yxe nogymanu, yBaxaeMble, XOpOILIO MmoaymMain?

— Tak rmacur 3aKoH Jieca, — OTBETWJIA 32 Bcex bpekeke.

M cHoBa THUIIMHA.

— 3aBTpa, NoCJIy MOJyHOUM, KOIrJa HACTYNUT Yyac MUpa, IPUTOBOP CyAa UCITOJIHSIT
Kptko, Mauko n Exxko, — pemni Xy.

Kaxxnap1ii 6€3 c10B coryiacuics.

— 3aps Ha TOPU30HTE! — ¢ omackoi ckazajaa Me, KoTopas Bceraa ciaeania, YToObl
HE NPOIYCTUTH Yac JECHOro MUpa.

Bcé cobpaHue npullio B ABMXKEHUE U KAXKIbIA CMOTpPEJI, KaK Obl IIOCKOPEE UCYE3-
HyTb. EXKko Tonknyn @ypko noa kameHb, ncue3 1 Kprko, a Xy B3JieTes1a Ha CaMblIil BbI-
COKMMI CYK. YIIIACTHK CJIOBHO YyIrOpPEeBIIMI MOMYAJICS HA XOJIM, YTOObI CNAacTUCH OT Jlyma-
K1, a Jlynaka mobexajia 3a HUM, HO JOTHaTh He cMorjia. OHa BepHyJach Ha3al, YTOObI
noriMaTbh XOoTsd Obl bpekeke, HO €€ BCTpeTWIO BpaxkaeOHOe ypuyaHrue Maiko, KOTOpbIit
MNpPeayCMOTPUTEIbHO YAAJIWJICS B Yallly.

Han BceM Jtecom BoLiapuaach CBAIIEHHAs TUIIMHA, KOTOpasi IIPOA0JIKaIach A0 Iep-
BBIX JTyueli BOCXOMASIIIEro COJIHIIA.

Exxxo, Kak TOJBbKO NpULLIET JOMOM Mocie cyaa, 3adpajcs B roctesib. OH yKpbUICS
MXOM U ycHyJ. Craj oH 10 caMOro Beuepa Kak youThbiii, Tak 4To naHu ExxkoBa mouecasia
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€My HOC U 3aMeTuJIa, UYTO CaMOe BpeMsI OMTU MOUCKATh YTO-HUOYAb. EXXKOo 3eBHYJI, MO-
TSIHYJICSI M BLIOpAJICSI U3 HOPHI.

TonbKko ceiiuac oH BCIIOMHWJI, YTO BMecTe ¢ Mauko u KpTko mokeH UCIIOJTHUTD
npuroBop cyna. OaHako BpeMeHU ObL1o 0oJjiee yeM JocTaTouyHo. OH NpOTEpP YIIKHU, MO-
yecal HOCUK U HaIllpaBWJICS MO CBOIO 3HAKOMYIO TPYIILY.

Korna Bo3Bpaiajics Harpy>XeHHBI rpyliaMu, YCblllag HErpOMKOe ITypIIaHUe JIv-
ctbeB. OH 3amMep U BHUMATEIbHO NpuHIoxaucsa. Ho Huyero He o6Hapyxuia. OnacHOCTU
He 0bU10. CKBO3B 3apociiu 00Jpo nmpobdupasachk Jlynaka ¢ 3aaylieHHON TUKOM YTKOIA.

Jlynaka 3ametuna Exxko. OHa moJjioxwuna yTKy, IpyuaaBuia €€ repeaHeid Janoi u
YCMEXHYJIACh.

— Ore, o710 ThI.. S 3HANA, 4TO ThI ObLI OJIM3KO. Yuysiia Te0s1. TBOE cuacTbe, UTO S
yTKy noiimana. He To mokasana OnI TeOe.

Exxo He orBeTmii. OH pagoBascs, uto JIymmaka 4to-To noiiMasia u He OyaeT CeroaHsi
MM MHTEPECOBAThCSI.

OH el TUIOTHEE BXaJcs Mo OJIVCKaIiA KOPpeHb U MOJTYAJl.

Ceronnsg Jlynaka IeicTBUTENBHO HE XOTeJla ¢ HUM 3a0aBisaThes. OHa 3abpana no-
ObIuy 1 moOexkaia K CBOEMY JIOTOBY.

Cnyctst HeMHOTO BpeMeHU ExXKo B310XHY/I M OTHpaBUICS TOMOIA.

OH ObL1 yXXe HenaaeKo, KOra yCJIblal CTPaaalbueCKUii CTOH, KOTOPbIA HAITOMHWJT
eMy rojioc Pypko. be3 orsiaky Ha KaKyio-I1100 OMTacHOCTh, OH KMHYJICS B TOM HallpaB-
JieHuu. B cBeTe TyHBI mepel HUM OTKpbUIach cTpalliHas KapTuHa. 3meit Dy, ctapblii KOJI-
IyH, Aepxai 3a Hory DypKo 1 yaapaMu XBOCTa MBITAJICS OTIYIINTD €To.

Exxxo cinoBHO 6e3ymHbIil HaOpocuiicss Ha Py. Havanack kecTtokast OMTBa He Ha
>K13Hb, @ HA CMEPTh.

Korga @y 3aMeTu1 CBOEro camMoro rjiaBHOTO MPOTHMBHUKA, OH OTIycTU DypKo u
noaymai o cnaceHnr. Ho 66110 yke mo3aHo. ExXKo 3anpbIrHy1 eMy Ha CITMHY M ICKaJl €ro
11Ie10, UTOObI COMKHYTh Ha Hell cBoM ocTphlie 3yobl. Ho 1 @y 3aiuinancs. OH cBepHYJICS
B KJIyOOK 1 B3MaxOM XBocTa oTopocui Exko.

Exxxo cioBHO ocien u oryiox. UM Biageno TOJbKO KeJlaHue OTOMCTUTH 3a DypKo.
OH cHoBa opocwmica Ha Py, HO TOT yxKe oxKuaaj 3Toro opocka. OH Buenmiacsa Exko nps-
MO B HOC. EXXKO enBa BLICBOOOIMJICSI, HOC €ro ObLJI CMJILHO MMOBPEX/IEH.

Korna Exxxo mo4yBCTBOBaJI, UTO Y HETO TEUYET KPOBb, OH 3a0bLJI 000 BCEM Ha CBETE.

OH 3ametun omacHoe aBuxkeHue Dy, ExBa ycrien cBepHYThCs B KiiyOok. Dy He-
CKOJILKO pa3 0OBWJI €r0 CBOMM TEJIOM, UTOOBI 3aAYIIUTh B TECHBIX 00BITHSIX. EXXKO ObLT
yBepeH B cBouX uroakax. Ml BepHo, naBjieHue ociaadiio, Ho ExXXKo yxxe He MOTr IBUTAThCSI.
OH nonbITajICI OCBOOOAUTD JIATIKK, HO OOBITUSI CHOBA YCUIMIUCh. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ, Kak
€ro UIroJIKM MPOHMUKAIOT B XKUBYIO TUIOTh. A Dy He ycTyIaa Jaxe LEeHOM CTpalllHO 00JIu.
bonee Toro, oH coOpajt Bce CUJIbI, YTOOBI 3aAyIINUTh EXXKO B CBOMX OOBITHUSIX.

ExKo 4yyBcTBOBAJI, YTO NpUOJIMXKAETCS €ro nociaeaHui yac. OH U3BUBAJICS, XOTE
BbIcBOOOIUTHCS, HO Py He oTimyckan. Ceityac ExXXKo ObLI B €ro BJIaCTHU, M OH XOTEJI €T0
YHUYTOXHUTh JIIOOON LIEHOM.
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ITepen rmazamu Exxko npeacrana crpaiinHas KapTuHa cMepTu. OH BCIIOMHUII O CBO-
el ceMbe, TaM, o KamMmHeM. Eciu Ob1 TOJIbKO 3Has1a 00 3ToM ero ctapyxa! M 4To xxe Oynet
6e3 Hero ¢ Pypko u Mypko?

Emy He xBaTajio AbIXaHWUsI, a ero JErkue CyaqopoXXHO CXXUMAIUCh MOA HAIIOPOM TeJja
Dy.

[ToaroHsieMbIii ”THCTUHKTOM CaMOCOXPAaHEHUSI U CMEPTEIbHBIM CTPaXxoM OJIM3KOTO
KOHIIa, OH COBEPILJI CYIOPOXKHOE IBUKEHUE Y OCBOOOAMJI JIEBYIO MIEPEAHIONO JIAIKY.

@y TOoTYAC YKYCUJ OCBOOOIMBIIYIOCS JIAIKY. 3yObl €0 MPOHUKIIM 10 CAMOI KOCTH.

Exxo, XOTs Tepsi1 CO3HaHME, OT XKIrydeid 00Jim cHoBa oboapuicsa. OH Hayval aep-
raTh gankoi. My pacnpssMUI CIIMHY, YTOOBI KpeImuye CXBaTUTh OCBOOOIMBIIYIOCS JAIKY,
MO3TOMY OCJIAOMJI CTATUBAIOLIMIA O0pPYY CBOETrO Tejla U MPUOJIMU3UIICS TOJTOBOM K HOCUKY
Exxo.

Exxxo mouyBcTBOBaI ociadieHue oobITUi 1 01130CTh rojioBbl My. Enig pa3 oH Ha-
MPSrcsl B CMEPTEJIbHOM Cyaopore U ero ocTpble 3yObl BOH3WIMCH B 1ieto Dy. B ykyc oH
BJIOXKMJI BECh OCTAaTOK MCYEPIIAaHHBIX CUJI U... 00JIee yxKe Huuero He moMHwi1. Ha 3emie
OCTaJIMCh JIexXaTh ABa HEMOJABUXKHBIX TeJa.

L

ExxxoBa Mex TeM CIOKOMHO Xaajia noMa. OHa youpaiach B >KWJIAIIE, MOMpaBJsiia
THE3M10, HO MOPSA0K COXPaHSUICS JIMIIb ITOKA OHA OCcTaBajaach B Hope. CTOWIO €1 Ky1a-To
OTAyuYnThCs, DypKo 1 MypKo ocTaMCh IIPEeNOCTaBIIEHHBIMU caMu cede. OHU OOpOTHCH,
COCTSI3aJIUCh B Oere, CKaKajiv, 1 BCKOpPE OT MOopsiJKa He OCTaJloCh U ClIea.

Korna mama BepHyJ1ach B >XWJIMILE, OHA MPUIILIA B yXKac oT 6ecriopsiaka. Bes Hopa B
MbIJIM, a KJIOYKW MXa TaK 1 JIeTaJlu.

Ort yXaca oHa BCIUIECHYJIA ITIEPEAHMUMU JIAITKAMU.

— Hy, g 3a mopor, a Bbl BOT KaK, 030pHUKU?

OnpHako oTuuThIBaJIa OHA Hegoaro. CxBaTuia MX 3a HOCUKU U TakK OTILIENAja, YTO
Mypko 3anuiics 0e3yaepkHbIM nadeM. IToTom 3arHana ux B rHe3110, YKpblia, yopajiach
Ha CKOPYIO PYKY Y IIPUTPO3UJIA;

— A ceiiuac 4yTOOBI JaXke He LIeJOXHYIUCh. S nay BCTpedaTh OTLa, KOTOPbIA BOT-BOT
JIOJIKEH BEPHYTHCSI.

OHa e1e pa3 oOHIOXaa THE3A0 1 BIILIA YEPE3 HOPKY.

Onnako Exko He mpuxoaua. Yxe npuoamkaiach NOJHOUYb, a OH HE BO3Bpalliajcsl.
ExxxoBa Hauana 6ecriokouTbesl. ExXKKO HUKOTrAa Tak J0JIro He 3aJeP>KUBaJIC.

OHa pemmia nouckath ero. El€ pa3 3amisiHylaa B HOpPY, IPOBEPUTh, UTO ACIAIOT
030pHUKU. MypKoO yxke 3achinai, a @ypKo 1IeKoTaa ero MoAMBILIKU U MBITAJICSI paccMe-
LLIUTb.

— Mama, mamMa, OH He JAa€T MHE MOKO$, — >KajaoBaJicss Mypko.

— A 1y, @ypKo, cru CMOKOIHO! — OTpyraja ero Marh.

Eé cmyTun kakoii-to 3anax. OHa IMo4YyBCTBOBaJja €ro eiié BeuyepoM, HO He nmpujaia
aToMy 3HadyeHus1. OgHako ceiiyac, Korma Exxko He Bo3Bpallaics, €€ 4YyThe B IPeadyB-
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CTBUM OMAaCHOCTU 000CTpuI0Ch. OHA MEIJIEHHO MOIILJIa B TOM HallpaBJIeHUH, OTKYy1a UC-
xonuJ 3anax. I1o 3amaxy y3Hana ®y u cpasy rmpuroroBmiach K 0010. I Tyt Hoc mpuBeEn e€
K 3agHei nanke Mypko. OHa npuHsIach €€ 00JIU3bIBaTh.

— Mawma, y MmeHd TaM 6out! — nmponsHéc PypKo, KOTOPHINA A0 CEi TTOPHI CTapaTeb-
HO CKPbIBAJI MAJICHbKYIO PaHKY Ha Oeape, YTOObI HE BbIIATh CBOUX MPUSTENICH.

— Ine xxe 3To caydymsioch, MaJiblll? — ciopocuia Exxkonsa.

— 4 O6b11 O KyCTOM IIMITOBHUKA, @ OH MEHSI YKYCHJL... HO SI OT HETrO YIIEN, — 00b-
gcHun Dypko.

OnHako ExkoBy 310 He ycnokowio. Kyna tam, e€ 0eCHOKOMCTBO TaXe YCUJIMIIOChH.
B camowm nene, aTo 611, pasymeercs:, Dy, Beab oHa y3Haa ero mno 3amnaxy. OH HaxoguTcs
IJIe-To Mo0aU30CTU, YKycusl Dypko, ExXKo elig He BepHYJICsT — BCE 9TO €€ CUIILHO Oec-
MMOKOMJIO.

OnHa ObIcTpo BbuIM3aa DYpKO MaJIEHbKYIO PaHKY, CYUTAsI 3TO CaMbIM JIYUYILIUM Jie-
KapCTBOM Ha CBeTe, Y BbIOpajach U3 HOopbl. HecKonbKo pa3 o0ekana OHa BOKPYT KAMHS,
3aCKyJIMja, HO €l HUKTO He oTBeTuJ. Tosbko cruieTHuua I1xe ctpekorana y pyubsda. Ho
ExxoBy €€ HOBOCTHU ceiiuac He nHTepecoBain. OHa cejla Ha 3aJlHUE JIATIKWA 1 Ha BCe 4ue-
ThIPE CTOPOHBI OOHIOXMBAJA BO3AyX. Hruero mogo3puteibHOrO He OOHapykuia. XoTeaa
YIJIyOUTBCS B Uallly, HO Oracajach 3a CBOMX CbIHOUKOB. OHa ocTajach CUACTh B HEPEIL-
TeJbHOCTHU. TyT NpsIMO Hana Hell BcnopxHynaa IIxe u 3acTpekorana Tak, 4To BCS OKpyra
oTo3Bajack. ExkkoBa 3ackynuia u I1xe, Kak TOJbKO 3TO yCblillaja, cpa3y ceja HEMHOIO
MOHMKE, YTOOBI TOOOJITATD.

— AX, ax, HAaKOHEII-TO I Bac yBuaeaa. Yto nemaere, Kak cedsl YyBCTBYETe, UTO JesIa-
IOT Balll I€TKU?

ExxoBa Ha MOTOK BOMPOCOB HE OTBETWJIA, 3acKyauaa nedanabHo. [ToTrom cripocuna
COIiKyY, He BM1ajia JIu OHa rae-Huoyap Exko.

— Hert, He Bugana, HO MOJOXIUTE, 1 ero mouily, — orBeTua IIxe, U Bckope mo
yale pa3Heca0Ch €€ IIYyMHOE CTPEKOTaHUE.

ExxoBa, n3aMydyeHHas1 oraceHusiIMu 3a cyab0y EXKo, pacTsHynach 1epen HOpOIM,
BbIKOMAJIa ceOe SIMKY, JIErJIa B HE€ M HETEPNEJIMBO OXHWIala, KAKOe U3BECTUE TTPUHECET
eit [1xe.

*k%

bruina yxke moytr moaHoYb, Koraga Maiko npocHyJcs. Tak Xopol1o eMy cnajoch, YTO
OH ObI U 1aJIbIIIE HE MPOCHINAJCS, €CJIM Obl Hal HUM He 3aTpelaia oTBpaTuTeabHas I1xe,
KOTOpas 3Hajla O KaXKI0M TaliHE B JIECY.

— He 3naewb u, roe Exxko? — cripocuia Ixe.

Maliko yrproMo IOTSIHYJICS, o4yecall JIEBOI JIaloi 3a yXOM U IIPOTSIKHO 3€BHYII.

— OcTtaBb MeHH B ITOKoe co cBouM Exxo. d eMy He CTOpOX.

OH noBepHYJICS HA APYTroil 00K U XOTeJI CHaTh Jabliie.

— Hy u Hy, mocToi1, Ja Thl YyAOBMILIE, Beb Thl €111€ MOXKEIlb TTOHATO0UTHCS.

11



Mapmun XPAHKO < Exckosuyul

— Y1006 TEOs ¢ TBOMMU CIIETHIMU! — MpoBopYal Malko u Bckouus, Ho [1xe yxe
yJieTesia M CTpeKoTalla B Yallie.

IIxe He ObLIa 37101, Y HeE ObLIO TaKoe 100pOE Ceplle, UTO €CAU Obl KTO-TO ITOIPO-
CHWJI, OHa ObIJ1a TOTOBA OTAATH MOcJaeaHee NEPHIIIKO. M mpexae Bcero oHa CO4yBCTBOBAJIa
CTpaXAyllMM, MOMOrajaa UM, COBETOBaJjIa, yTellaja Kak TOJbKO Moria. EqfMHCTBEHHBIM
€€ HeJOCTaTKOM ObLT JJIMHHBIN, XOPOIIO MOJABEIIEHHBIN SI3bIY0K, HA KOTOPOM HUYEro He
3agepxuBajiocb. OHa 3Haja BCe TallHbI, BCE HOBOCTU B KPY>KMHE 1 MOYTU KaxKIOMY IO
CEeKpeTy nepeckasbiBaja CBOM HOBOCTU.

B KoH11e KOHIIOB MalKo TaK pa3o3auics, 4TO CJIoMall MoJiogoi 0yK. Bnpouem, 3To
eMy He nomorio. I1xe 6bl1a yXXe Jajneko, a y Hero He ObIJIO KPbUIbEB.

O cHe Heyero ObLIO U AyMaTh, pa3 yK €ro Hapyluuiaa 3Ta OOJTYHbS. A Belb TOUHO
Ob11 Xopownii coH! CHUIIOCH €My, UTO CUJIUT OH B peKe, BOKPYT TEYET YUCTbI MED, U OH
elBa ycIieBaeT 00JIM3bIBaTh Janbl. EIIE U ceiiyac y Hero CIIOHKU TE€KJIM, CTOMJIO TOJIbKO
noaymath. M aTa BenbMa pa3pyiinia Takoil 3aMevyaTeabHblil COH!

OH el€ moBopyaJl, rpO3HO MISHYJ Tyaa, Kyaa yaerena IIxe, u orpaBuics B yaliy,
YTOOBI YEM-HUOYIb BOBMECTUTH COH.

Mauko 0bL1 JOOPSIKOM, XOTh BEpEBKM U3 Hero Beii. Best okpyra igobuia ero 3a g0-
Opblit HpaB. OH cepaunJics TOJbKO TOrAa, KOrjaa KTo-HUOyAb Hapyllaa ero COH, MOCKOJIb-
Ky OH Y>XaCHO JIIo0uJI rocnath. B octajibHOE BpeMsi OH CBOOOJHO XOAWJI o JiyraM. Jla u
Ha IIajaliy MHorga Habpenas, 4Toobl cobak nmoapa3HuTh. IlacTyxm yxxe oueHb XOpo1o
3HAJIA €T0 U HE OOSIUC.

Korna oH 6b11 e1ie MajleHbKUM, OpOAMJI ¢ MaMOM MO MaJIMHHUKAM W HUKTO MX HE
npeciaenoBai. Ho omHaxael BMecTe ¢ MaMoOli OH yKpas 6apaHa Ha Bbinace. Kakue-to
JIIOIU UX TIpeceaoBaiv, YTO-TO 3arpeMeJio CJIOBHO I'POM, TIOTOM CHOBA, U OH MTOYYBCTBO-
BaJ1 XXTy4y1o 00Jib B Oeape. OH 3aCKyJIMJI U OTJISIHYJICS Ha MaTh. Ta jexana Ha 3eMJie U CO
CTpagaabuyeCKUM pEBOM KOPUMJIACh.

Mauko CUJIbHO UcHyTajcsd U MycTUics B yaily. OH 4yyBcTBOBaJ 00jb B Oelape, a 1o
HIepCTU Karana KpoBb. CTan oH paHy o0iu3biBaTh. PaHa Obl1a HeOoIbIIAasl M BCKOPE 3a-
>xxuia. Ho ¢ Toil mopbl OH CTOpOHMIICS U oBell, 1 moaei. [IuTtancsa omHMMH KopeluKkaMu
U JIECHBIMM pacTeHUsIMU. JIMIIbL MHOTIa OH MPOXOAWJI MUMO JioroBa Jlynmaku, U eciu Ta
3a0bIBaJia mepea HOpoi 3aAyIIEHHOrO 3aiila win ¢a3aHa, OH 0e3 IIpUIIalleHNs CaanuICs
U eJI CTOJIbKO, CKOJIbKO eMy XoTeJioch. [IpaBaa, u3 JioroBa JOHOCUIOCH 3100HOE BopUa-
Hue Jlyrmaku, HO OH €ii B OTBET TOJIbKO YJIbIOAJICS M C alllleTUTOM OOJM3bIBAJI KOCTU. 3a
aT0 JIyrmaka oToMCcTHIIa eMy TeM, YTO pa3opujia ero OepJiory noj cTapbiM MHEM, KOTI1a €Tro
JToMa He OBbUIO.

Tak BoT, oTnipaBUjcs Malko ¢ BOpuaHHUEM Yepe3 yally ¥ oKa3ajicsl Ha OITyLIKe Jieca.
[lepen HUM pacKMHYJOCH OOIIMPHOE rOpHOE macTouie. Ha apyrom KoHIle jieca ObLI
[IaJjalii, rae Xuiaa opdapka bpHyo.

Ma1uko nmoBepHyJICS NPOTUB BeTpa, KOTOPHI AyJl OT wanama. [HInpoko pacKpbIThI-
MU HO3APSIMU OH BTSIHYJI TAKOW HETIPUSITHBIN 1JIs1 HEro 3amnax bpHuo. A B cleayoolyo
MUHYTY YK€ pa3gajics HEMCTOBBIN ail bpHUo.
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OrBparurenbHasd cobayoHka. Kak xxe Maiko ero HeHaBuaes! Eciau 661 XO0Tbh pa3 oH
okaszajicsl B npeneiax gocaraeMoct. Ho bpHyo HuMKoOrma He moaxoauT OJIMKe 4eM Ha
MSATHASCST 1IAroB, U Ha MOYTUTEJIbHOM PACCTOSITHUM HAaYMHAET MPOH3UTEIbHO BBITh U Jia-
aTb. CTOUT MallKo MosIBUTBLCS, 3Ta cobayoHKa 00s13aTeJIbHO ero yuyyeT. Maliko B TJia3a
ObI He BUJIE 3TOro bpHYO, eciy Obl OH He Jiasil TaK IPOH3UTEJIbHO M HE Hapylllajl CBOUM
OTBpaTUTEJILHBIM JIaeM MOKOI LIeJI0ro Jieca.

C npeHeOpexkeHreM ITOCMOTPET OH B TY CTOPOHY, OTKYJa JOHOCHWJICS Jaii bpHuo, u
HaIpaBUWJICI BBEPX K BBIpYOKe. JLloporoit 0OHIOXMBaI CIeabl, U OHU 0€30111MO0YHO BhIa-
BaJIu €My BCEX T€X, KTO MPOIIEI TYT C Beuepa.

«Ara, ceromHs TyT ye nmoObIBajia OOMaHIIMIIa-30aeiKa Jlymaka, — pa3sMbIIUIsT
OH, OOHIOXMBAsl HAKJIOHUMBILMICS KiI€H. — UM Hecna yto-Tto ¢ nepbsamu. [logoxau, Ky-
MYILIKa, MOUAEM TeOs1 MpoBeaaTh, HE OCTABUJIA JIA Thl YTO-HUOYAb Nepel HOPOil».

C 3TuM HaMepeHKWEM OH U HarpaBuJcs K jJoroBy JIynmaku. OnHako yepe3 HECKOJIbKO
1IarOB €ro HOC OLYTWI Apyroi 3anax. OH B3ApPOTHYJI, IIOTOMY UTO MOYYBCTBOBaI OJIM-
3octh Dy. [1pu ero cune Py, KOHEYHO, BOBCE HUYEr0 HE 3HAUWJI, HO 3TOTO KOJIIyHa U
OCOOEHHO €T0 SIIOBUTHIX 3yOOB OOMTCS KaXKIbII JIECHOMN 3BEPb.

Maiko eui€ 4To-To NpoBOpYaJl U yaaauiacs no 6oabinoit nyre. Ha omHOM 13 KaMHei
OH HallI€JI HECKOJIBbKO YJIUTOK U C alllleTUTOM Ha HUX HAKUHYJICS.

He ycnen cbecth ABe, mepea HUM CHOBa NosiBuiiach [1xe u rpoMKo 3acTpekoTania.

— bena, 6ena, donburasg 6ena, — Kprdaja OHa.

Maiko He ObLT HACTPOEH pacclpalinBaTh, HO rojoc IIxe ero Bce xe cmytuia. Korna
OHa HauyMHaja KpuyaTh MO BCEMY JIeCy, 3TO BCerga 03Hayajlo KaKyr-TO onacHoCTb. OH
MMOCMOTpEJI Ha BETKY, Ha KOTOPOI OHa CUea.

— Hy, yto TamM? — nipoBOpYaJI OH.

— Ax, 6ena, 6ena, oonbias 6enga. My youn Exko.

A OoJsblIero oH y3Hatb He MOT. IIxe yieTena ganblie U 1o BCEMY JIeCy pa3HOCUIIMCh
€€ NpUUUTAHUS.

Maiiko cesl 1 ctaa o0JIM3bIBATh JIally, KOTOPYIO oliapanall O IIUIOBHUK. OJHOBpe-
MEHHO OH pa3MbIlLIsI: [1xe criieTHULA, SI3bIYOK Y He€ 0e3 KocTell, HO MHOrga OHa ro-
BopMT IpaBay. KTo 3HaeT, 4To MOrjio ciaydyuThes ¢ Exxko. A 66110 ObI XXajib ero. Myxu He
00MIUT, a 3TOT KOJAyH Py Mor ero u yOuTh.

OH nponoJrKaa oOJIM3BIBATh JIally U OOHIOXMBATh BO3nyX. B camom neie, 3amax ®dy
npuxonus crpaba. OH cMeJIO OTIPAaBUJICS B 3TOM HaIlpaBJIeHUM. 3aMedyaa MaJIeUIIuni
IIOPOX JINCTheB, UTOOBI Dy He LIATTHYJT €Tr0 CBOMMM SITOBUTBIMU 3yO0aMM.

JloGpaBinch 10 poAHUKA, Ky1a BCE 3BEPU B JIECY XOAUIU, YTOObI YTOJIUTD KXy, OH
3amep B usymjieHuM. [1pu cBeTe JyHbI €My OTKpPbLJIACh HEOXKMAAHHAS KapTUHA. 3a KaM-
HEM, HEMOoAAJEKy OT pOJHMKA JiexXaJl KaKOM-TO KIIyOOK, B KOTOPOM €ro OCTPBIi B3IJIsI]
pasrignen tena Py u Exxko.

MunyTy oH Kojebacs. IllepcTh Ha ero crimHe B3AbIOMIACh, BEAb OH HAXOAMUJICS TaK
omm3ko ot Dy. OxoTHEE BCETO OH YAU3HYJ Obl, HO... Dy He aBUTAICS.

DT0 106aBUJIO €My OTBarM.
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OH ocTopoxxkHo npubau3miacsad. CHoBa MOHIOXaJ BO3AyX, a TIOTOM HAKJIOHWJICS Ha
KJ1yokoMm. Dy neiicTBUTEILHO He MoAaBajl MpU3HAKOB XU3HU. [Ipexae Bcero, oH 0OHIO-
XaJl ero rojoBy. Ha crimHe 3amMeTrs1 MaJIeHbKYIO paHy. DTOro eMy XBaTUJIO, YTOOBI YCIO-
KOMThCSI.

«Ara, xM, Exxxo emy oromctuia. begnsral»

Tenepb OH yXe cMeJIO pa3BepHYJI CKpydyeHHYI0 JeHTy Teaa Dy. B HEM yxke He ObLIo
ku3HU. OT pagocTu oH 3a00pmoTai. TyT u3 oObATUIA BLIBEPHYIOCH T€JIO HECYACTHOTO
Exxo.

B3s11 OH B J1anibl ATOT KOJIOYMI KIIYOOK M CTaJl ero nepesopadyrBaTth. [loTom 00HIO-
Xaja eMy HocuK. OCTpbIM HIOXOM OH OLYTH, 4YTO EXXKO >KuB. 3apeBeli Tak, UTo BCE B JieCy
nputuxjo. [Torom c10BHO yManMIIEHHBIM Havaa npbeiraTh o Teay @y u oqHOBpeMEeHHO
HEBHSITHO OOpPMOTATh;

Ymep Dy, Exxko Xus,
ymep Dy, Exxko xus!

Bckope or @y Huuero He ocranochk. Ha pamoctsax Maiiko 1mouTu moaHOCTBIO pacTo-
ntaji ero. OH ObLT HEOOBIYAHO JOBOJIEH TEM, YTO MOT TOPXKECTBOBATh HAJl TUM CTapbIM
KOJITYHOM.

OH nouecan 60K, TOTOM B3s1J1 EXXKKO ToaMbIIKY ¥ HanpaBuiicsad K CTapoMy KaMHIO.

ITox kamHewM, rae xuna ceMbsl ExXKo, apuino yHbiHKE. EXXKO He Bo3Bpamaics. Ex-
KOBa Aymaia, yTo rmjayroBka JIymaka ero kak-Huoyap noryomna. OHa 3anjakaja U Mpu-
HsLJ1aCbh YKPbIBAaTh CBOMX MaJIeHbKUX O30PHUKOB.

bbL10 y2Ke 3a moIHOYb, KOTAa KTO-TO 3allypiuali mepea kKamHeM. ExxkoBa ele TecHee
npuxanach K Dypko, 4ToObl MX HUKTO HE 3aMETUJI, KOTJa OTLa HET JoMa.

«¥X, yx, EXKo 31ech!» — mpobopmoTai KTO-TO Bo3jie KaMHsl, a ExXXKoBoIi 0obile u
He TpeboBasoch. OHA BBICYHYJIACh U3-TI0A MXa U C PagoCThi0 OOHAPYXXMJIA, UYTO y IBEpEei
crouT Mauko. Ero MoxHo 0bL10 He onacatbesi. OH MUTAJICS TOJbKO JIECHBIMMU TLIOIAMMU,
a Ha HECYACTHBIX HUKOTJa He MOKYIIAaJICS.

OHa OTKMHYJIa MOX, KOTOPbIM ObUTM MpUKPHITEI Dypko 1 Mypko, u yepe3 0O0KO-
BOE OTBEPCTHE BBITJISIHYJIA HAPYXKY. 3apu ell¢ He ObLIO BUAHO, 3HAYMUT, ObLT Yac JIECHOTO
MHUpa, 1 oHa 6e3 oaceHUsl BhIOpaiach U3-T1011 KaMHSI.

Tam nexan Exxko u eaBa-ensa asurai Jankamu. Ceplie €€ 4yTh HE pa30pBaIOCh,
KOrJa OHa yBHUJeJia ero TakMM HecyacTHbIM. OHa MpuxKajaach K HEMY M IIPpUHSIIACh Xa-
JIOOHO TLIaKaTh.

— Hy, Hy! XM, XM, ¢ HUM HUYET0 cepbE€3HOro, — yreiman e€ Maixo.

B 3T0 BpeMst Hag KaMHeM NOSIBUICS YIIACTUK M HAa BCIKUI Caydaid 1eBeaua 00Jib-
MMM yIIaAMMU.

— Hwuuero He 6oiiTech. TOTbKO MPUIOXKUTE €MY KAITyCTHbBIM JIUCT.

ExxxoBa 3TOro gaxe He ycijblllaaa M MpUHSIACh 3aKaThiBaTh ExXXKo B HODY.

Maiiko yJércst Bo3jie KaMHsI M CTaJl OTTOHSITh MyX, KOTOpPbI€ HEe IIPU3HABAIN JIECHBIX
3aKOHOB U JOHUMAaJIU BCIO HOYb.
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Yiactuk cberajl Ha coceaHee MoJie ¥ NPUHEC TPU KamyCTHBIX ucTa. Korma oH B30-
Opasics Mauko Ha pédbpa, Mauko gaxe He 3aBopyall.

ExxoBa BbIlI1a u3-nog KaMHs. OHa ObL1a nevaabHa.

— I1noxo, T1oxo, oueHsb r1oxo! OH gaxke He IBUTAETCH.

Maiiko rmokayas roaioBO.

— 4 ero 3aBepHY B KaIlyCTHBI€ JIUCThI, — CKa3al YIIACTUK, — TOJbKO ITyCTUTE MEHS
Tyza.

— AX, ail, 1efiCTBUTEJILHO T10X0. KTO e mpuHEeCET rpyliek HalluM Majibliam?

ViacTuk BeITEp YChI, 3aCYHYJI KAIyCTHBIE JUCThI MOAMBILIKY 1 Yepe3 OTBEpCTUE 3a-
Opasics mog KaMeHb. TeM BpemMeHeM ExxkoBa 1iakaja repea HOpoi.

Exxxo ObLI1 B 0UeHb MJI0XOM cOCTOSIHMU. OH MPUILIET B CO3HAHUE, HO HE MOT Jaxe
noieBeuThess. OH ObLT Bech nepejioMmaH. Dy He Kajesa CuJjl, Belb OH XOTEJ CXKUTh €ro CO
CBeTa.

OH CcKyJIWJI, CTOHAJI U TILETHO MbITAJICS pacOpsSIMUThL CBOU ciIoMaHHbIe KocTu. Korna
yuysul psiioM YIIACTUKA, JTUIIb 3aCTOHAJ TUXOHBKO. YIIACTUK cpa3y MPUHSIICS 3a JIe0.
On 3aBepHya EXKO B KanmyCTHbBIE JIUCThsSI, OOJIOXKIWJI €r0 MOXOM Y MpUKa3aa eMy He IBU-
ratbcsa. Mex TeM Bolwlia U ExkKoBa, HO KpoMe XHbIKaHbsl OHA HM Ha YTO He ObLia Cro-
coOHa.

Yiactuk ObU1 0€3MEepHO paja TOMY, UTO MOXET KOMY-TO ImoMoub. OH 3acTydan 3a-
JTHUMMU JJalIKaMU U yepe3 O0KOBOE OTBepCTUE BhIOpasics U3-nod KaMHs1. TaM iexxan Maii-
KO U IO CUX MOP O YEM-TO pa3MbILIJISLIL.

— Hy, 1 xak oH Tam?

— Ilyctsiku. KocTu cioMaHbl, HO KalyCTHBIE JTUCThSI eMYy ITOMOTYT.

ITocne aToro o6bsicHeHKSI Maliko CHOBA MOJIOXKWJI TOJIOBY HA IEpeIHME JIAITbl 1 KOM-
(doptHOo oTakIxan. OH BCHOMHWJI, YTO UMEHHO ceituac BMecTe ¢ ExXKKo OHM JOJIKHBI ObLITU
HakKa3aTh HUKYEMHYI0 KpbICy, HO ExXXKo coBceM pa3ouT, a 6e3 Hero 3T0 HeBO3MOXKHO.

VYinacTuk TeM BpeMeHeM CKPBUICS, CHOBa HaIpaBisisich 3a KarycToil. [Toag kyctoM
LLIMIIOBHMKA XWJIa €0 CEMbSI, MU OH XOTeJI el YTO-HUOYAb MPUHECTU Ha 3aBTPaK.

Maiiko nepeBepHyJcs Ha apyroil 6ok. OH IMOCMOTpesl Ha OTBEPCTUE MOJ KaMHEM,
HO OTTyJIa YCJIbIIIAJI TOJbKO HerpoMkue npuuntaHusl ExxkoBoii. OH He BBIHOCWJI IJ1ayva.
Hecnemno nogHsics, 3eBHYJI U OOPEN B JieC.

xk%

ITox m1ocknM KaMHEM HACTYNMJIM IedajlbHble BpeMeHa. ExXXKOo M BIpsiMb OBLT CO-
BeplIeHHO pa3ouT. He Mor maxe moBepHyThCs, IIOCTOSIHHO ObLI TOPSYMiA, CJIOBHO B OTHE.
ExxxoBa ria3 He cMbIKajia, TOJIbKO KOTJa €€ ofgojeBajla yCTaaoCTb, OHA HA MUHYTKY 3a-
cbimasia. Ho cromito Exxko 3acToHaTh, CHOBa Oerajia BOKpYT, 3aKyThIBaJIa €70 B KAITyCTHBIE
JIMCThS, KOTOPBIE KAXKIYI0 HOUb IIPUHOCKWII K KAMHIO YIIIACTUK, 1 KOPMUJIA €ro s10JJ0YKa-
mu. OgHaxabl gaja eMy Xyka, Ho Exxko Huuero He xorenoch. Ero nmocrossHHo Myuunaa
xKaxnaa, 1 Dypko, KOTOPBIA y:Ke OCHOBATEJIbHO M3yUMJ JieC, He ycIieBajl HOCUTh B Ope-
XOBOI CKOpJiylie Boay M3 poaHuka. OgHaxabl KpTKo MpuHEC eMy XHUBOTO J0XIEBOTO
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yepBsl, HO ExXXKo TOUHO HUYEero He XoTeaoch. /la 4to Tam, ogHaxXabl Malko IpruHeC eMy
KYCOK MEJY, 3a KOTOPbIM OH BCKapaOKaJiCsl Ha HAKJIOHEHHOE TPYXJISIBOE JepeBo. JIecHbIe
MYEJIbI €0, KOHEYHO, OCHOBATEJIbHO MOKAJICUYMIIM, HO OH 00 3TOM He XaJlel.

IIpr3HaKy MOCTENIEHHOTO BBI3IOPOBJIEHUS BCE Xe IMOSBWINCH. Yepe3 aBe Heleau
MPOILLEJT Xap, MOSIBUJICS allETUT, a Yepe3 TPU HEAECIU OH YK€ MOMNbITAJICS CBEPHYThCS B
KJ1yooK. C TpyiOM, HO 3TO €MY yIaJI0Ch.

ExxxoBa Tonbpko Toro u xpaana. OHa no3Bajia MypKo, KOTOPBI 0OSJICS MTOKMHYTh
YKPBITHUE, U OOLIMMU YCUIUSIMU OHUM BBIKATWIN EXXKO M3-1101 KaMHSI.

Exxo pa3BepHycS U BOOXHYJI NOJHOM rpyabto. [Ipunexkano oceHHee COHBIIIKO.
Bcsg mpupona roroBuiiach K 3MMHEMY OTABIXY. JIeCc MpHUoOpET 30JI0TUCTO-KEATYIO OKpa-
CKY, 1 T10 BCEMY JIECY MaxXJIO OIAaBIIECH JIMCTBOM.

Exxxo ycangniay Ha mporpeThiii COJTHIEM KaMeHb U O0JIOXUIN CYXUMMU JIMCThSIMU.

— Bort Tak, norpeiics. 9to ajs 310poBbsl, — cKa3ajna Exxkosa.

Exxo He orBeTus1. OH TaK JaBHO HE AbIIIAJ CBEXKUM BO3AyXoM. OH, KOTOPHI Kax-
JIYIO HOYb CHOBAJI MO Yallle, TOHSJICS 34 JAKOMBIMM JIECHBIMU MBIIIIAMU U CTPSIXUBAJ C
BETBEM MAMCKUX XYKOB, ceMyac JOJIKEH HEACISAMU JIEXKATh O] KaAMHEM, TaK XOTEJI0Ch
€My KPUKHYTb BCEMY CBETY, YTO OH YK€ 3[J0POB U CHOBA BUJIUT YJIbIOAIOILIEECS COJTHBILL-
KO.

OH caenan pe3koe ABMXKEHUE, CJIOBHO XOTea MoANphIrHyTh. Ho ocTpast 6016 B 00Ky
HarnmoMHMJIa eMy o0 ero coctossHuu. Cpasy BcrioMmHwiIcss @Py. OH noHeBoJIe YAbIOHYJICS.
Bto0 6b11a kecTokasg outBa. Ho oH youn ero. ITobeani aToro craporo KoJiayHa.

IToxka Exxo rpencs Bosne KaMHsI, Y ExXKOBOM OBIIIO TTOJTHO paboThl. MypKO TOXe
Haao ObL10 MoBOpaunBaThes. OH NOJKEeH ObLT MO3aThIKaTh MOA KAMHEM Bce 1eu, a Ex-
KOBa TeM BpeMEHEM BBITalllujIa U3 HOPHI BeCb MOX. TeM BpeMeHeM BepHyJicsi Dypko u
ObLJI OY€Hb PACCTPOECH TEM, UTO €My HE yaaJl0Ch HUYEero noMath. ExxkoBa JIEMHYJIAa €ro
JIAIKOM MO HOCY 3a TO, YTO MOCMEJ OXOTUTHCS JHEM, a TIOTOM IIpUKa3ajia, YTOObl OH BbI-
Me€JI BCIO HOPY U BBUIOXWJI €€ CYXUMU OPEeXOBBIMU JIUCTbIMU. DypKO, KOHEUHO, OOJIbIIIE
HPABWJIMCh AaBAaHTIOPHbBIC NPOTYJIKU MO KPYKMHE, YEM paboTa 1o AOMY, HO MaMbl OH 00-
sics v cayiancs e€. Exxko emy yacto MHoroe rpoinaa. OH ropausicsi CBOUM CBIHOM — HY
pa3Be oH He O0bL1 yuinuM! Ho ExxkoBa 3Toro 3HaTh He XOTeJa.

Korna Hopa Ob11a mpoBeTpeHa u npudbpaHa, Pypko 1 MypKo J0KHBI ObUTA HAHO-
CUTb CBEXKET0 MXa, KOTOPOIO ObLIO JOCTATOYHO HA KaMHE, 1 cliejiajiu HoBoe rHe310. [1o-
ToM EZXKOBa cTapaTebHO 3aTKHYJIA BCE AbIPbI, MOCKOJbKY CTAJIO X0JI01aTh, EXXKO CHOBa
BHECJIY MOJ KAMEHb, YKPBLJIM €r0 MXOM, U EXXKO CITOKOMHO YCHYII.

ExxoBa mpuHecia U3 KiaagoBoi yXMH. KaXablii MOJy4us IO JBE TPYLIKU U I10
OIHOMY MaiickoMy KyKy. DypKo XHBIKaJ, YTO OH €ll¢ YTO-HUOYIb Chesl Obl, HO ExXkoBa
TOJIKHYJIA €ro B YroJi, TIe OH CIlaJ, Aa MoJIoXWiIa K HeMy ellié 1 Mypko. PypKo HECKOIb-
KO pa3 ymuIHyJ1 Mypko 3a 6e1po, TaK 4YTO TOT 3aXHbIKaJI OT 00JIM. A KOTJa OHU HOYYSIJIU
0J1M30CTh MAMMHOTIO HOCHKA, 00a 3aTuxjau, PypKo MoBepHYJICS Ha APYroil 00K U Havaa
noxpanbiBaTh. ExXXKoBa elie pa3 ykpblia ux, 00HIoXxajaa CIioKoiHo craBuiero Exko, a mo-
TOM M cama 3a0uyiach B yTOJI.
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fhk

bauzuics Beyep. Maliko pocHYJICs, HO ObLT HE B CaMOM JIydllleM HacTpoeHuu. Bech
JIeHb ero JoHuMaau Myxu. CTOMI0 HEMHOTO 3aipeMaTh, LIeJION cTaeli OHU yKe CUASIU Ha
Hocy. Koraa B3omuiia iyHa, eMy ctajo Jierye. [ToBesu1 mpoxiaaaHblii BETEPOK, MYXHU UCUE3-
JIN.

OnHako nmpocHyJcs U Xeayaok Maiko. OH nogHsICs, TTOTSHYJICS, 00J113al MOPIY
M 4TO-TO MpoOypyas cede 1Mo HOC.

bes nenu Hanpasuiics B jJec. KoHeuHO ke, XOTes1 MOCKOpee YTO-HUOYAb MOJIOXUTh
Ha 3y0, OJHAKO He O4YeHb Obecrokomics. Beapb emie octaBaioch HEMHOTO MEa B THE3AE
JIECHBIX ITYE HA cTapoM JepeBe. [pyroe ero 6ecrmokonsio. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI CE0SI CAUIIKOM
onnHokuM. Iloka em€ Exxko ObLT 310pOB, OH 3aX0OMJ K HEMY MOTOBOPUTHL MPHU CBETE
JIYHBI, a ceiiyac He ObLIO Y Hero HUKOTO. ExXXKo moka e1e Bc€ BpeMs JiexKall. Xy y>Ke MEeCSIL
UIIET NOAXOdIIee Y0, B KOTOPOM MOT Obl criaTh 3uMOi. KpTKO TOTOBUTCS K 3UME.
Yinactuka noacTpesnin Kakrue-To HeHachITHhIE Jioau, A Jlynaka? — ¢ 3Toil gaxe B 4ac
MUpa HEBO3MOXHO IOrOBOpUTh. Ta ceiiuac MyIITpPyeT CBOMX JIMCST, YTOObI OHU YMEJIU
KpacTh Kyp U3 KypITHUKOB. Jla oH 1 He 11061 JIynaky. Bc€ aTo pa3doiiHuube cCeMEeCTBO
TOJILKO TIO30PUT oOuUTaTe et eca.

Mariko 6paHuiICd Ha BeCh Oeliblii cBeT. MyXH He JaBajiu €My MOKOsI, He ObLITIO MPUsI-
TeJIs1, C KOTOPBIM OH MOT ObI MOrOBOPUThL. BeCh MUp HE CTOUT UCIIEYEHHOTO SI3bIKA CIJIET-
Huubl [Ixe. Kak e rpycTHO ogHOKOMY MenBeato! Eciu Obl ceifuac K HeEMy SIBUJICS OT-
BpaTUTENbHBIN bpHYO, OH OBbI 1 C HUM MOAPYKMJICH.

OH HampaBuJics TipsiMo K miazaiy. [To kpaiineit mepe bpHuo nmoapa3zuuTtsk. [1o gopo-
re CTPOWJI MJIaHbl, YTO eCJI BpHUYO OKaxKeTcsl B 1OCSITraeMOCTH, OH CXBAaTUT €ro U YHECET
O/ CBOM II€Hb.

Tam oH ero HAKOpMUT MEIOM, TTIOTOM CYHET B JIOrOBO JIyrmaku 1 OyaeT CMOTpPETh, KaK
Jlynaka emy 1my0y nepeiimBaer.

I1pu 3T0¥i MBICIIM OH paccMesiics Besiyx. BoT Oynet 3abaBa, korna bpHuo Oynet Bu3-
KaThb, a JIynmaka Oyaet eMy KOXYILOK MepelnBaTh.

ITo nopore K 1wajnaunry oH okasajcs nepen jgoropom Jlymaku. /1o Hero noHeEccs aid.
OH OCTOPOKHO NMPUOJM3UJIICI U M3-3a ITHS cTaporo Ayda BeICMaTpUBaJl, OTKYJA UCXOIUT
Jaii. Ero ocTpblii B3rjsia yBuae MUp nepen Hopoit Jlynaku.

OH noIHsJI HOC U HaOJI0a1, OTKYJa TSIHET BeTep. I1oToM caena 1eiblid TTOJIYKPYT,
YyTOOBI OKa3aThCs IPOTUB BeTpa. OCTOPOXKHO MPUMEPHO Ha JECSITOK 11aroB MPUOIU3UICT
K IIAPY, YTOOBI €0 HUKTO He 3aMeTWi1. Bo3ie MoJiogoro ssBopa OH XOTeJI CECTh IMMOyI100HEee
1 HaOMI01aTh 32 MUPLIECTBOM BepellallluX JIMCIT, OMJHAKO CJIOMaHHbBIN CYK ero BbIJall,
JIMcsITa C BU3TOM OBICTPO 3a0pajuch B JIOTOBO M HACTYyIMUJIa TUIIIMHA.

Maiiko BbIllIe Ha NOJISTHKY U orisiaesics. He 3ametus Huuero ocobeHHoro. Toabko
IIxe Hag HUM 3acTpekoTaja, a Uu3-nojJ KaMHs JIynmaky JOHOCUIOCh TPOMKOE XHBbIKaHbe.
DTO0 NMrcsAiTa OpaHWIN €T0 3a TO, UTO OH UCIOPTUI UM OTMEHHBIN MUP.

17



Mapmun XPAHKO < Ejxckosuyul

OH npubaunsuicsa K KaMH10. BooO111e-To OH 0XOTHO C1oJ1a XaXKMBaJl, MOCKOJbKY Jly-
naka 4aCTeHbKO 3a0bIBajla UTO-HUOYIb, YTO OH MOT Okl eli¢ 00au3aTth. Ha aToT pas oH
ObL1 TopaxeH. [lepen kamHeM Jiexxanu pa3dpocaHHbIE KOCTU KPYITHOTO 3Bepsi. OH 0OHIO-
Xaj ux. DTo ObLIU KocTu Me.

OH noutu 3apeBea. Me, KoTopass HUKOTO B Jiecy He oOujena, morudiaa paau ooena
rojonHo Jlynmaku. Crapas momeHHuua! He nymaer o ToM, UTO 1 y He€ €CTb AETKU. Ay
Me kak pa3 ObL1a Takasi MajieHbKast Ko3ouka. OH MHOTO pa3 BUJIeJ KaK OHa cKakaJa Io
KpPYXKMHE, 4acTo Jaxe cMesiJicsl Hajl €€ MPbIXKKaMU.

A ceituac! Jlymaka 3agymmna Me. I1paBoa, TakoB yX 3aKOH XXM3HU, UTO CUJIbHBIN
cbeaaeT ciaaboro, HO TYT BO3HMKAET MpobjieMa OeCITOMOIIIHBIX MOTOMKOB! Te 6e3 BUHBI
OKa3bIBAIOTCSI BO BIACTU 00Jiee CUJIbHBIX MHAVBUIYYMOB.

Mauko pazoznuicsad. OH NOACKOYMJI K KAMHIO, YTOObI OTBAJIUTh €T0 Y MEePEAYIINUTh
BCE€ 3TO pa300iiHNYbe ceMeicTBO. OH MOJIOXWJI CBOM MOXHATHIE JIallbl, 3JI00HO 3apbiyal,
HO KaMeHb He CABUHYJCS. Ero 3J10CTU 1 CUJIbl HEe XBaTaJlo. A U3-T10]1 KAMHSI IO HEero J0-
HOCWJIMCH BECEJIbIM BU3T JIMCAT U BopuaHue JIymaku.

Ecau 661 y Hero ObIJIM CUJIbI, OH 3TOT KaMeHb pa30uJj1 Obl B MbUTb. OH IYCTUJI B X0 U
3yObl, TaK YTO IJ1a3a ero 3JI0Belle HAJIMJIUCh KPOBBIO, HO Y 3TO HE TTOMOTJIO.

— Yero Tb1 X0uewb? CTynail cBoei 1oporoii! — ycbllal OH U3-104 KaMHS.

— XM, JIUIIb Obl JOCTATh T€OsI, CTapasl MOLLIEHHU1Ia, — OTBETUJI Malxo.

— Crymnaii cBoeii noporoit. Kakoe tede no aroro neno? A noObiBaro A1 CBOUX, YTO
yIacCTCH.

— Ho Me 1e6s1 He obuxkaia.

— A nuénbl Teds1 odmxKanu?

Maiko He HalEJcs 4YTo OTBETUTh. Jlynaka, rmoxanyii, Obuia npaBa. HukTo He Mor
>KUTb TaK, YTOObI HUKOMY He MPUUYMHSITHL 00Ji1. TakoB 3aKOH >XU3HU. KaxXablil XKUBET 3a
CUET KOr0-TO, B JIYULlIEM ciiydae — B yuiepo komy-To. Uto emy Jlynaka? [Tué€nnl Toxe xku-
BYT M HE OOMKAIOT!..

A Beib TTOXKaJIyi U Imué€nbl oomxkarot!. Beab oHu nokHBI kKUTh. 1 Me obmxana. OHa
00rphbI3ajia >KMBbIE LIBETKY U MOYKM, XKeBaJla HEXKHbIEC POCTKU. TaKOB KpyroBOPOT >KU3HU.
OnHu nmoenaroT APyrux, YTOOBI IIOTOM ITOCIYXKUTh MUILEN TPETHUM.

Mauko MmaxHyn jamnoi. Kakoe emy 1o atoro aeno? ImaBHoe, 4TOOBI ObLI MMOKOW U
MOXKHO OBLIIO €CTb 1I0CHITA.

OH ewe pa3 3amIssHyI 104 KAMEHb, HO YK€ HE 3JI00HBIM B3TJISIIOM, M HaIlpaBUJICS
BBepX o BeIpyoOke. [ToTom 6e3 1ieam 6poani moyTu 10 caMoro Beyepa.

Korna oH npuban3uiics K Jyxaike, Ha KOTOPYIO XaxXX1BaJl 3a OOSPBILLIHUKOM, BAPYT
ycIIblan 00JIE3HEHHBIN CTOH M TpenbIXaHWe KpblIbeB. OH BBITJISIHYJI U3-3a KYCTa U YBU-
JIeJ TOPHOIO OpJia, MOA KOTOPBIM KOPYMJIOCH TeJblie MaJleHbKOM cepHbl. OH He paccy-
XKaajl. OTo ObLIa MajJeHbKasl CepHa, MaTh KOTOpol 3aaymuniia Jlynaka. OH HaGpocuics
Ha HUYEro He IOJ03peBaBIIEro opja, yiapoM MOIIHON jJanbl COMJI ero, MOTOM YKYCHJI
€ro 3a rpylb M CIYCTSI MUHYTY Ha JIyXKaliKe JieXaJlM TOJbKO OKPOBaBJIEHHbIE MEPbs 1a
KYCKH pa30pBaHHOIO Msica.
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OH OBl BHE ce0s1 ¥ MpoaoJIKaJl ObI 10 TeX IMOp, ITOKA OT 3TOr0 XMIIHUKA JaXe KO-
roTKa HE OCTaJI0Ch HETPOHYTHIM, HO O0epHYJICS Ha O0Je3HeHHOe OJesiHue cepHbl. OHa
BCTaBaJjla Ha HOXKMH, Maaajia, MIOBOpaYrBaja IoJIOBY B CTOPOHY KPY>KMHBI, CHOBA Iajgajia
U OCTaBaJIach JIEXKaTh.

Maiiko xoTes yiiTH, HO KOTJa YBUIEJ, YTO CEpHA HEeTNOABMXHA, OH MEAJICHHO MpHU-
Oonu3uics K Heil. CepHa, JIMILb TOJBKO Iouysia 0JIM30CTh MEABES, 3aApOKaia BCEM Te-
JIOM M BCcKouma. BmpoueM, cuJjibl €if UBMEHUWJIM U OHa yIaja.

Ma1uko Bujies1, YTO BCSI TOJI0OBA Y HEE B KpOBU. DTO ObL1a padoTa opjia, KOTOPbIi BCEr-
Jla TIEPBBIM JI€JIOM OCJICIUISIET CBOM 00en. OH BhITAIIMII CEpHY U3 KpyKMHBI. CepHa apo-
’Kaja, CTOHaJla, HO COIMPOTUBIISAThLCS yKe He Moria. OH NPUIIET pSIIOM C HEM U TIPUHSIICS
00JIM3bIBaTh €€ OKPOBaBJIEHHYIO rojioBy. BMecTo 1j1a3 y He€ ObLIIM TOJBKO JBE IMKU, U3
KOTOPBIX IOHEMHOTY T€KJ1a TEIJIasl KPOBb.

Mauko uto-To caaBuiao ropiao. CepHa, KOTopasl Tak BeceJio M 0€33a00THO CKakajia
C MaMoil 0 Kpy>KMHaM, ceiiyac OJIMHOKA, OcJIeIIeHa U 0€3 CIIOCOOHOCTU K COIPOTUB-
JICHUIO OTJIaHa Ha MPOMU3BOJ 00Jice CUJIbHBIX, XUIIHUKOB. [1e e CripaBeaIMBbII 3aKOH
Jieca? OHa yxXe He CMOXET 3allIMTUTHCS JaXKe OeTCTBOM.

Maluko BCKOYMI M 3apeBejl TaK, YTO CKaJbl OTO3BAJIMCh. B ero pése oOHapyKuJICs
THEB, YKOp 1 cOCTpajgaHue ogHoBpeMeHHO. Korga oH mocMoTpen Ha yooroe apoxkaliee
TEJIO CePHBI, eMY Cpa3y NPUIIJIO Ha YM, YTOOBI OAHUM YAAapOM JIallbl IOKOHYUTb CO CTpa-
JaHUSIMU MaJIEHBKOI'O CylIecTBa. [jlaza ero HaJIMJIMCh KPOBbIO M OH MOAHSII MOXHATYIO
Jlammy. B 2TOT MOMEHT cepHa CTpaaaab4eCKy 3aCTOHAIA. MalKo 4TO-TO CAABUJIO TOPJIO U
Jlana ero 0eccuJIbHO onycTuiiachk. Eciy Obl eMy Ha IMyTH IMonayics KaKoi-HUOyab ObIK, OH
C HUM JIETKO Obl YIIPaBUJICS, TOCKOJILKY TOT CUJIbHBIM M UMeeT BO3MOXHOCTb 3all[A1IATh-
cs. Ho youTtb 6€33alMTHYI0 MCKAJIEUeHHYIO CEPHY OH HE MOT.

OH cHOBa HaKJIOHMJCSI Hajl OECUyBCTBEHHBLIM TeJOM cepHbl. CHOBa obiu3an eé
paHbl, KpOBb Ha KOTOPBIX yKe noTeMHe1a. CepHa 3aCTOHaa M OTKPhLIa MaJ€HbKUIA PO-
TUK, U3 KOTOPOro Ha Malko IaxHyJjI0 ropsiiee JbIXaHue.

Bot 510 ropsiuee npixanme Maiko yxxe 3HaJl. Tak AbIIIAT, KOrga UCIBITHIBAIOT CUJIb-
HEWMILYIO XKaXKIy.

OH nogHs e€ ¢ 3eMJM. OTHEC K PyUYblO M CYHYJI €€ TOJIOBKY K BOJIE.

Kak ToibKo cepHa mouyyBCTBOBaJIa TOK CBEXEU BOAbI, €€ YEPHBIM pOTUK Hayasl IJ10-
TaTh OCBeXaroly1o Biaary. [1ocjie Xxo1oaHOro muThs OHA HEMHOTO IpUIILIA B ce0s1, HO €aBa
noyvysJjia 3amax MeaBesi, CHOBA CcTaja ApOoXaTh OT CTpaxa.

Maliko KaxeTcsl YTO-TO TMPUIIUIO HA yM. B3siJ1 OH cepHY MOAMBILIKY M BO BEChb IyX
MOMYaJICs BBEpX 10 0TKocy. OH He MOLIE B Ty CTOPOHY, TIe T0o/1 ITHEM Oblj1a ero 0epo-
ra, HO HaIlpaBWJICS CTOPOHOI Briyob KpykMHbI. Korga moOpasics a0 Apyroil JOJMHBI,
YCTPEeMMJICSI HAaIIpaBO IO/l OTPOMHYIO IJIbIOY, 1101 KOTOPOI Y HEro Obljia BEIKOIIaHA 00JIb-
mast 6epJjiora, B KOTOPO Mo OOBIKHOBEHUIO OH craJl 3uMoii. CepHY OH ITOJIOXKMI Mepe/,
BXOJIOM U C HEOObIYAaHBIM BOOAYIIEBJIEHUEM MPUHSIICS 32 padoTy. CerogHs MbICIb 00
yXXHE eMy U B TOJIOBY He npuiijia. OH Harpéd cyxux JUCTbeB U HAHOCUJI MX MOYTU A0
MOJIOBUHBI HOpHI. [10TOM 1OI0XMI HA JIMCThS CEPHY, CaM JIET PSIIOM C Hel, 00JIm3an ee
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YEPHBIM HOCHK Y TTPU 3TOM OOpPMOTaJI YTO-TO HeBpazyMuTeabHoe. CepHa cTajia IbllaTh
crnokoliHee. MIHorna oHa eumg apoxaaa, CTOHajda, HO KOIJa MOYyBCTBOBaja MPUSTHOE
TEIJIO €r0 MOTYYEero TeJja, Mpuxaaach K HeMy U yCHyJ1Ia. Manko He ycHy. Bcio Houb OH
cJIeIn 3a OECIIOKOMHBIM AbIXaHMEM CBOEIl HECYaCTHOI KOMITAaHBOHKM U He 1IeBeJIUICS,
4yTOOBI €€ HE pa30oyauTh. EMy ObLI0O IPUATHO, YTO OH HE OAWHOK.

fhk

B bepesHsikax ObLI0 TOCKIMBO. YK€ HE JOHOCWJIOCH 1iebeTtaHue neBunx. [Tpuii-
JIV TIEpBbIE MOPO3bl U HACTYIIMJIA cypoBas 3uMa. KpTko He oTBaxkMBajicsl MOKUAATh CBOM
XOJIMUK, a MallKo He MOSIB/ISIICS. Xy YK€ HeCKOJIBKO JHEM McKaJl MOAXOAsIIee OyIio, a
Jlynmaka 3akanbiBajia U3JIUILIKHA JOOBIYM, YTOOBI YTO-TO OCTAJIOCh HA YEPHBIN AeHb, KOTIa
HACTYIISIT XKECTOKME MOPO3HI.

Tonpko I1xe xnna 6e33a00THO. JIeTasma BIJIOTh 10 TPEThE MPOCEKU U HEe OECITOKOM -
Jlach 0 OynyiieM. Bcroay el 4To-HMOyAb Aa HalaETCs, BCIOAY €€ YeM-HUOYb Ja YTOCTSIT,
U eii 3Toro xBatano. OgHaKo CUJIBHO €€ TPEBOXWIIO TO, YTO y>Ke€ HECKOJILKO JHEM OHa He
Bujaenaa Maiko. be3 Hero B bpe3Hsikax 1 >Xu3Hb OblJIa HE XM3Hb. A ceiluac OH COBCEM
yenuHuics! JIoJKHO OBITh, €ro IMYEbl HAIlyraju, JM00 OH YeM-TO MCHOPTHUJII KETYI0K
U ceiiyac OTAbIXaeT rAe-To B OepJjiore, MokKa He ChajaeT ero pacnyxiuuii Hoc. Maiko ObL1
KOHEUHO OTIIEJIbHMKOM, HO HUKOTJA HE MOSIBISICS B KPYyXKMHAX C pacOyXIIMM HOCOM
WIA B KAKOM-JIMOO Oecrnopsiike. Y Hero aaxe Jarnbl He ObIBaid McnadykaHbl. A T1xe He-
MpecTaHHO CTpeKoTana, rae Mauko 3aaepXXrMBaeTcsl M UTO ¢ HUM. LleabIMu THSIMU U Jaxe
HOYaMMU JieTajla OHa U3 KOHLIA B KOHELI, YTOOBI pa3pellIrTh 3arajJkKy, Ho He Hallljia ero HU-
rae.

Y EXXK0B1IEB BCE CKIIOHMJIOCH K TyuIieMy. ExXXKo y>ke cCaMOCTOSITEIbHO BBILIEN U3-T10/]1
KaMHSsI, ¥ ObLI TOpI TeM, uTo Todenna Py. Dypko ¢ KaXKIbIM THEM CTAHOBUJICS YMHeEe,
KaXXIbIi IeHb XOAWI 00JIM3bIBATh KaMeIIKM Tyna, rae Maiko pacronrtan @y. OmHaxabl
NpUHEC U foMoi HeMHoro. OgHaKo ceifyac OH JOJIKEH ObLI COOII0AaTh OCTOPOXKHOCTD,
MOCKOJIbKY YK€ HECKOJIbKO pa3 CJblllaa B jiecy jail bpHyo. bpHuo OH He Gosiics, Mmo-
CKOJIBKY TOT €My HMUYero He Mor ciaenatb. OH O6osiicd nmactyxa. Bo BcsikoM ciydae, IIxe
roBOpMJa, UTO MACTyXU AJisl eXell ornacHee Jodoro xuimHuka. Ilactyxu, roBopsT, exa
00AepyT, BLICYLIAT €T0 KOXY, a TOTOM MPUBSI3bIBAIOT €€ K HOCY SITHSITaM, YTOOBI OBLIbI HE
naBanu UM mMoJjioka. Tak roBopuna Ilxe, u @ypko eit Bepui. [1xe Obia oUeHb OCBEIOM-
JIEHHOM.

ITpubauxancsa Beuep, 1 Oypko codbupascss Ha 00Xod: 3aMEHUTh OOJILHOTO OTLA U
MPUHECTHU ellI€ YTO-HUOYyIb Ha 3uMy. ElI€ BUepa OH HaAlIET HeJaaeKo OT KaMHS pacKu-
JUCTBI TUYOK, HA KOTOPOM A03peBaiu Iioabl. Kak TONbKO MX cjierka NpuxBaTUT MO-
po3oM, OyayT roToBbl Ha 00en. FOHas 6e1o4uka, ¢ KOTOPO OH 3auMTphbiBajl, ooelansa eMy
HacOpachbIBaTh MX, JUILIbL Obl OH HALIEA il XOpolllee YKPbITHE, B KOTOPOM OHA MOTIJa Obl
3aMacTy Ha 3UMY OPEXOB.
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®ypko B300pasics Ha KaMeHb, OCMOTpPEJICSI, HET JIU OITACHOCTU, U HallpaBUJICS MO
JTUYOK, TIe ObLIO HA3HAYEHO CBUIaHMeE ¢ Oe104koil. Ho cTonno eMy ynaJiuThbCs Ha IBaji-
LIaTh IIaroB, HENOJAJIEKY OH YCbIIIAJ IIPOH3UTEIbHBIN JTali bpHYo. DTOT Harbii bpHYo!
Bce Horm emy MCcKo10J1 ObI, €CJi ObI MOT.

EnBa ycrien oH cBepHYThCSI B KJIIYOOK, B CJIEAYIOLIYI0O MUHYTY bpHYO HaKMHYJICS Ha
HEro 1 HayaJl IIPOH3UTEIBHO MOABLIBaTh. DTOro Mypko He 00sIcs, TOABKO Obl HE MPU-
LIET MacTyX.

bpHYO npuHsIICS KaTaTh €ro U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, IIPU 3TOM YIrpoxXaJsl, YTO BCE
cIes1aeT, YTOOBI 10OPATHCS 10 €r0 IIKYPHhI.

dypko Tepriel 1 Hagesics, uyto bpHuo HagoecT mepeBopaynBaTh €ro 6e3 ToNKy. EMy
IOBE3JI0, YTO OH 0Ka3aJiCs HaJl KaMHeM. bpHYO0, HEeMpepbIBHO Jias, 1OKATUJI €T0 10 HOPBI,
1 koraa OypKo 3TO IMOUYyBCTBOBAJ, OH OBICTPO pa3BEPHYJICS U MCUE3 O] KAMHEM.

CewmeiicTBO EXKOBIIEB B OLIETIEHEHU U CJIylIao 3aBbiBaHUs bpHYo. EXKO 3Has, 4TO
@DypKO B ONACHOCTHU, HO BEPUJI B €r0 pa3yMHOCTb. TOJIbKO MYCTh HE pa3BopaynBaeTcs, u
Toraa cnacercs. Benb bpHUO HagoecCT, Korna oH MCKOJIET JIambl.

Korna nait bpHyo nmpuoamxacs K KaMHI0, MX Haaexaa pocia. M oHn He oln0IMCh.
®DypKo, BeCh MOTHBIII HO aOCOJIIOTHO 3JI0POBBII, BTUCHYJICS MO KaMeHb. ExxkoBa He
3HaJla, YTo eii AejaTh oT pagocTu. MypKo, KOHEUHO Xe, 030PHUK, HO OH ObLI €€ JII0OUM-
LIEM.

PanoBatbes 66110 Hekorna. Easa yoeaunuch, yto @ypKo BEpHYJICS 310POBbIM, MO
KaMEHb YK€ POCOBbIBAJIACH Jiaria bpHYoO.

— Hy u mycThb, eMy 3T0 HagoecT! — ycnokKoua ux ExXKOo 1 MPUKPBLICS MXOM.

Ho BbpHuo 6b11 cerogHsi B 0co0oM HacTpoeHUU. OH BOTKHYJI CBOM HOC B HOpPY M
KOTI/1a MOYYBCTBOBAJI OTTYAA CUJIbHBIN €XOBBIM 3amax, MpUHSLICS SIPOCTHO pbiTh. KaMHM
Y IVIMHA TaK U JIETEJIU BOKpYT Hero. Bxoa B HOpy ExXKoB1IeB HACTOJILKO pacIlUpPUIICS, YTO
naxe Exxko 3abuiics B yroji, utoosl bpHUO HEe nocTal ero Jamnoi.

DypKo pelncsa Ha cMeJIblii MocTynokK. HuKoro He cnpaliliiBasi, OH BJI€3 B pacIlu-
pPEHHOE OTBEPCTHUE U BBICTAaBWJI B AbIpy criHY. Korna bpHuo nmouysit €XXuka, OH MpUHSLI-
CsI IPOCTHO JIasITh, HO KOTIa YKOJI0J Jamnbl o cimuHy Dypko, ero arpeccCMBHOCTD COIILJIA Ha
HeT. OH elg pa3 NOMbITAJICS 3aCYHYTh Jlambl IIOJ KAMEHb, HO KOIJIa pa3 3a pa3oM BbITa-
CKMBaJI UX OKPOBABJIEHHBIMMU, CO 3JI00HBIM JIaeM yOexkaJl B 1ajalll.

Koraa nepen Hopoii yxe He ObL1O ornmacHOCTU, DypKO BHICKOUMI U MPUHSLICS KY-
BBIPKATbCS IO HOpe. MypKO TEM BPEMEHEM ChEKMIICS B CAMOM JIAJIbHEM YIJIy U APOXKaJ
nepen bpHuo, o KoTopom ExXKoBa paccka3biBajia eMy CTpalllHble UCTOPUMU.

ExxxoBa Tone moBecesesna, ToTyac coeraja B KJIaAOBYIO M IIPUHECa LeIbIX ABa Maki-
CKMX XyKa, YTOOBI MOMMPOBaATh Mocje onacHocTu. MypKo co CKOPJIYIIKOi coeraj K po/-
HUKY 3a BOAOW, IIOTOM BCE PaCIOJOXMINCh BOKPYT XYKOB, KOTOpbIX ExXKOBa pazaennia,
U IPUHSUTMCH 3a YKUH.

Ewm¢ n HauaTh He ycrenun, Kak Iepel BXOJIOM KTO-TO MOsSIBWIICS. Bce moBepHYIM HO-
CUKM KO BXOTY.

MoxHo 0b110 He onacaTtbes. [Tpumen KpTko 1 XxanoBaJicsl Ha 3UMy.

— 3uMa, 3uMa! A oyaert 6ega!l — o0bsaBMI KpTKO U pbuiblieM crpedai nepes coooit
JIUCTBSI. 2



Mapmun XPAHKO < Ejxckosuyul

M Exxo noBepHyJcS BO MXY, Koraa yciablai rojoc Kprko.

— byner 6ena. boabiias oena. UepBsku ri1yOboKo 3a0MparOTCs, a 3TO MpeaBeIacT
0oJibIIyIO Oeay. YK s1-To 3Hato! — mpoaosrkan Kprko.

— PazymMeeTcs1, BBl KOe-4TO OTJIOXKMWIIM Ha 3UMy, — 3ameTuaa Exkona.

— OTJ0XUJ, OTJI0XUJ, KOHEUHO Xe OoTIoXWI. [Toa IMImoBHUKOM, IlIe CIIUT Yila-
CTMK, Y MEH$ TI0JIHAs KJ1agoBas. JIniib Obl TI0AU He IPUILUIA U He 3aBaJIUJIA MOU JTOPOXK-
ku. JIrogm 3nb1e, — orBevan Kptko.

— KoHeuHo, 11011 371bl€, 1 JaXKe OYE€Hb 3JIble. 3HATh HE XO4UYy TOr0, KTO UM ITIOMOTAET.
Mx ycTa moytHbI 1100BU K OJIMZKHEMY, a4 OT CaMOM JTF0OBY TOI'O U IJISIIY CheasAT APYT Apyra.
4 510 3Haro. [MTocayman ogHaXXabl Kocapei B manaiie, — ropopuii ExXko, mpuaBurasicb
omxke K Kptko.

— W g cabimana. Pacckasana MHe 00 3ToMm I1xe. VY stoneii, roBOpST, CTOJIBKO Hamlu-
CaHHBIX 3aKOHOB, YTO OHM UX JaXe He 3HaloT. Ml mpu 3TOM, rOBOPST, KaXKAblii OOXOIUT U
TOJIKYET 3aKOH TaK, KaK eMy 2TO HpaBUTCs1, — no0aBuia Exkosa.

— Yro Xe 3TO 3a uygoBHIla, 3TU Joau? — nouHTepecoBancs Dypko. — A Takux
CYILIECTB €IIE HE BUJIEIT.

— TBo€ cuacTbe, — 00bsICHUI EXKO, — 4uTO el He BUAea. DTO U B cCaMOM JeJie
BEHELl TBOPEHMS, KAK OHU FOpA0 3asIBJISIIOT, HO 1aXKe XUIIHUKU B KPY>KMHE HE TaK 3TOU-
CTUYHBI, KAaK HEKOTOPbIE JTIOM.

— DTO0 Kakue-TO cTpallHble 3Bepu! — ckazai Dypko.

— Jla, IEMCTBUTENBHO CTPALIHbBIC, U JaXE OYE€Hb CTPAILHEIE.

Tyt KpTKo r1yboko B310XHYJ M mouecaa yuiku. OH ycTaa OT JOJrOoro pa3roBopa.
ITanu ExxkoBa mpuHeciia eMy LeyIo FoJ0BY OT XKyKa-MeJIBEAWKa, U OH C YIOBOJbCTBUEM
NpUHSICA 3a yroueHue. [lorom emy npemyoXuiu cnaTtb y HUX, Koraa OyayT CUJIbHbIE
MOpPO3bl, YT0 KpTKO MpUHSI ¢ 00JIb1I0M OJ1arogapHOCThIO. [1oKa He COMAET CHer U Ha JIy-
JKalKe He MOSIBSATCS IepBble OYyTOHBI LIBETOB, OYAYT XXUTh TYT BMecTe. OH IepeHeCcET CBOU
Belr, EXXKoBa CIOXUT MX B UyJlaHe, U ITOKa XBaTUT 3aI1acoB, OHU OyAyT eCTh BMecTe. 1o
KpaiiHell Mepe UM OyIeT TeIlJIO U HECKYYHO.

Kptko nomoii yxe He BepHyJcs. OH Hamujcs Boabl, KoTopylo Pypko nmpuHEC B
CKOPJIYTIKE, 3apbLICS B MOX M CTajl CHOKOMHO moxpanbiBaTh. EXXKoOBa ell¢ mo3arbikajia
MXOM JBbIPHI, 4 TIOTOM BC€ CBEPHYJIMCh B KIIyOOK Ha CBOMX MECTEUYKaX.

B necy Hactynwiau rpycTHbIe BpemeHa. LlebiMu THSIMUM Bajiiil CHET, a 110 HouaM Oec-
YMHCTBOBAJ CWJIbHBINA MOPO03. M He ObLJIO BOKPYT HU XXK1BOI nyin. Tonbko I1xe HecKoib-
KO OXXMBJISIJIA CKJIOH CBOMM cTpekoTaHueM. OHa JieTajia ¢ XoJiMa Ha XOJIM JIUIIb AJ1s TOTO,
YTOOBI HEMHOTI'O corpeThcsi. I1oroBopuTh OBLJIO HE C KEM, 1 3TO MYUYMJIO €€ 0oJiee BCEro.
Y He€ ObLIO CBOE THE30 B JOJMHE, B CTAPOM IYIIJIMCTOM OYKE, HO € TaM He HPaBUJIOCh.
JleToM MoYTHM KaxXXAblii Beuep XaxKrMBaj K Heil Xy, HO ceiiyac oHa ero noodausanach, Io-
CKOJIbKY Y Xy OCTpbI€ KOI'TH, a B I10JI€ XBaTaTh ObLJIO HEYETO. YK JIy4dllle JIeTaTh OJHOU U
CTPEKOTAaTh, YTOOKI IO KpaliHEN Mepe €€ TOJI0C NPUOABIISII JIECY HEMHOTIO XXW3HU.

M Jlynaka ocropoxxkHuyajia. JletoMm Moryia 6eraTh BBOJIO, a ceiiyac JOJKHa ObLIa
CO0JTII0JaTh OCTOPOXHOCTh. B 110001 MOMEHT MOTIJIM MOSIBUTHCS OXOTHUKM, U CJIeAbl Ha
CHery Moriu e€ BblaaTh. [1oaTOMYy OHa BhIMCKMBajaa HE3aCHEXKEHHbIE TOPOXKKM, UTOOBI
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M0 KpaiiHell Mepe 3aTpyAHUTH BhIcIexXnBaHue. Kaxmoe cylecTBo JaepKajaoch HACTOPO-
Ke, 1axKe BOBCE He TOKa3bIBaJoCh 0€3 HYXKIbI. A y He€ yxke B xKeaynke oypyano. OHa 3a-
OpeJia 1axe Ha BbIIIac, HO TaM €€ MPOKJIAThI bpHYO cpa3y yuysii, a macTyx Hauaa OyxaTh
13 KaKOM-TO MaJIKu, TaK YTO OT 3TOr0 BeCh CKJIOH MpoBOHsI. [ToToM oHa oOHIOXMBaNa
MO IIMITOBHUKOM JIEXKKY YIIIaCTUKA, HO U TYT 3amnax y>Ke BeIBeTpuiics. Bo3aMoxkHo, Yia-
CTUK TIepecenics, MO0 ero CheJii IBYHOTUE CYIIECTBA C rpeMsIIMMU najikaMmu. OauH
3a IPYTUM cTajla OHa TIPOBEPSITh CBOU TAMHUKU, TJIe TIpsiTajia OCTaTKU HEAOSASHHBIX KO-
cTeii. AX, KaK OHM ObUIM XOPOIIIU, KaK HpaBMJIMCh €€ 1eTKaM!

— Nmemn? Memn? M g uiy...

Ona nocMmoTpeia BBepx 1 yBuaesa I1xe, Kotopast mpbirajia ¢ BEeTKA Ha BETKY.

OHa 06;113a1a HOCUK U HUYETO €€ He OTBeTWIa. BOT eciim OBl eii yaaaoch CXBaTUTh
€€ KOITSIMM, U3 HEE TTOTYy4dMICs Obl XOPOLIUM YKHUH.

Tonon HaunHaJ €€ CUJIbHO My4YuTh. BcmoMHMIa 0 MHOTOUYKMCIEHHOM ceMelicTBe Ex-
KoBI1eB. [1pu MBIC/IM O CBEXel exXaTuHe oHa ob0yim3ana Hocuk. OHa 3Haja Exkko yxe naB-
HO, HO JIECHOI MUD ellI¢ HEe HACTYITWJI, K TOMY Xe HacTyIlaeT U 3aKOH JIECHOI HYXIbI.

Ona HanmpaBMIach K KAMHIO €XXKOBLIEB. MecTo 3Hajia oueHb Xopollo. Beab Tam npo-
xoaua JiecHo# cyn. OHa CcyHyJa MojJ KaMeHb HOC M TOYYBCTBOBaJIa 3arax CBexel exa-
TUHBI. E€ >XagHbIi S3bIK HAYaJl ITOTeTh M Ha 3yOblI oIlycKajlach ropsiyasi reHa. Jlamamu
pasrpe0bJjia oHa 3aMEpP3LIMI CHET M MPUHSIJIACh OTYasIHHO pbITh. Belb 3aKOH ro10gHOro
KeayJaKa OTMEHSIET BCe Tpoune.

ITon xamHeM y ExXKOBLIEB BceMU OBJIaAe)l UCIYT, KOIIa OHU YCbIIIAIN, YTO K HUM
nomutcd Jlynmaka. C Helt Henb3d urpath Kak ¢ bprHuo. OHa 6osiee HacToitunBa. YTo B30pe-
JET eli B TOJIOBY, TOTO 10ObLETCH. JIynaka rojiogHa, ceiiuac MOpo3bl, TYT HUKAKOI 3aKOH He
nMeeT cuiabl. OnHa HajeXxaa Ha 3aMEp3IiKe NaJiblbl U TIIYOOKYIO HODY.

KpTko, KOTOpHBIi Kak pa3 ObL1 y EXXKOBLIEB, ApoXKasl TaK, YTO Y HETrO 11yoKa Tpsic-
Jlach, M 3a0paJjics ¢ MypKo B caMblii TEMHBIN M CAMBIA JaJE€KUI yIoj, a K HUM, 3aJ1aMbIBast
Janku, npuxanach ExxkoBa. A Dypko cpasy BbICTaBUJI CIIMHY, YTOOKI JIyraka nckoJjioja
Jnanbl. OpgHako 310 He momoro. Jlansl y JIyrmaku orpyoeBiiine, 1 oHa Obljla TOTOBA K Ta-
KoMy oTropy. Eciiu 661 oHa He Obljla TaK TOJIOAHA, MOXET ObITh €11IE U OTCTYIMIACh Obl, a
TakK OHa He 3HaJa nperpan. Jdaxke nrisl PypKo e€ He oOCTaHABINBaIU.

JbIpa o KaMHEM HauMHaJia OMacHO pacIIMpsThCS, TaK UTO jJana Jlynmaku yxe Ka-
cajacb MypKoO, KOTOPBI TIPUHSIJICS TOPLKO IakaTh. Bce yxXe ocTaBUIM Haaexay Ha
cnaceHue. Toabko Exxko ocrtaBajics criokoeH. P€Opa y Hero ewi€ 6oJjienn, HO KOrga oH
yBuAes, uto Jlynmaka He OTCTyMnaeTcsl, OH C TPYJOM IOMHSJICSI, OTKMHYJ MOX U OCTaHO-
BWJICS MIEpe UyJaHOM.

— Jlynmaka, ogymaricsi, Mbl Oy1eM 3allMIaThcsl! — cKa3aj OH.

Ho Jlynaka ero He ycibliana. JJoHOCHJIOCH TOJBKO €€ TsK€noe xpurieHue. bosee
TOT0, B HOPE YK€ OLIYIIAJIOCh €€ ropsiuee JbIXaHUe.

— Jlynmaka, ogymaricst, Mbl OyaeM 3alIMILIaThC!

Jlymaka cHoBa He oTBeTw1a. Kyna Tam, oHa mMpUHSJIaCh KOMNaTh C €11¢ OOJIbIIeii Ha-
CTOMYUBOCTHIO.
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— Jlynaka, packaembcs! Y Te0d ke aetu! — ciaObIM TOJOCOM KpU4yal M3 HOPHI
Exxo.

OaHaKo OH He MOJYyYMJI HUKAKOrO OTBETA.

— Jlymaka, Tl He ocTaBMIIIb HAcC B mokoe? B mocienHuii pa3 cnpaiinpaio!

Jlynaka cimoBHO ocnena. Eil XxoTenoch Kak MOXXHO CKOpee 3allyCTUTh CBOU TOJIOM-
HbIe 3yObl B CBEXKYIO €XKaTUHY.

— Jlymaka, y Hac 310pOBbI€ 1 BECEJIbIEC IETH...

CHoBa HMKAKOI0O OTBETA.

Korna Exxko yoeauacsi, 4To mpochbObl He ITOMOraoT, OH Iepedpalics B UyjdaH 1M Tam
YTO-TO NEePEABUHYI MO XKyKaMu. [ToToM, mocTaHbIBasl, MpUTALLMJICS Ha3ad M CHOBA yTro-
BapuBai Jlymaky.

— Jlymaka, ogymarics. byneuis moMmHuts. [lepectans!

Ho Jlynaka yxxe naxe He ciaymaia. OHa xpurieaa u Bceé IIy0xKe BoOH3aJjia Jiallbl B pac-
IIMPEHHYIO JBIPY.

ExxXKo oCcTOpOXXHO BBITAIIMI M3-3a Ma3yXyd YTO-TO MaJleHbKOE, a ITOTOM UTO OBLIO
CHWJI BOTKHYJ B ITpoTsAHYTY10 Jany JIlynmaku. Ta népHyna aamnoi, a moToM IpUHSIACh KO-
MaThb CIIE HEUCTOBEE.

Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT €€ CUJIbl BCE K€ cTajiu ocjiabeBaTb. [locTernneHHO oHA U
XpUIIEeThb TepecTaa, ceja nepesl KaMHeM, 00IU3bIBast MOKPBITHIN MeHoi Hoc. [ToToMm BbI-
TSHYJIaCh, CJIOBHO COHHAsl, HECKOJIBKO pa3 AEpHYJIa 3aJHUMMU JIallaMU U OCTaJIach JIexKaThb
HEMNOABUXHO.

— Mep3aBka! Tak Tede 1 Hajo, pa3 cayllaTh He XoTeaa, — cKasaa Exko, Bblie3as
yepes pacIlIMPEHHYIO IbIPY.

YTOMJIEHHBIE y>KacOM 00OMTATE/IM HOPbI HE MOTJIM IIPUIATHU B ce0s1 OT cTpaxa. B oTBeT
Ha MX JIIOOOIBITHBIE B3MJIsIAbl EXXKO 1an KpaTKoe 0ObsICHEHUE:

— Bor Tak. Ilo 3aciayram. Korga s Obu1 eli€ BIOJIHE 340pOB, MOSIBUJIOCH TYT He-
KO€ CTpallMJIMILE — BCETO JIUIIb MaJIEHbKAsI 3MesI, — KOTOPOE CBOMM SIIOM YHUUYTOXAIO0
JlaxKe caMoe CUJIbHOE cyliecTBO B KpyxkuHe. [Toacreper s ero u yous. Ilotom g BerTanmn
€ro siI0M HaIoJHEHHBIE 3yObl U CIpsTal UX. A ceiiuac s BOTKHYJI OAWH B Jamny Jlynaku.
Tak eit 1 Hago. CUJILHBIN AYMAET, 4TO Y CJIaOOro BOBCE HET HUKAKOM 3alLIMTHI.

ITorom Exko cHOBa 3a0paJicsi B MOX, TOCKOJILKY OTIIOP €ro CUJIbHO yToMII. ExkKoBa
BBIIILJIA U3 HOPHI. JIymaka AeiicTBUTEIbHO Jexana 0e3 Mpru3HaKoB >K1M3HU. OHa BepHYJIach
U MIpUHSIACh 3aThIKaTh MOBPEXIEHHBIN BXxod. JlocTanoch eii paboThl, BOpouyeM, KpoMe
Exxo, Bce el momoraiu.

A 4yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT CHOBA OBLJIO TEILJIO M YIOTHO I10 KAMHEM, TIe¢ CEMEUCTBO
ExXxoBILIEB pagoBaioCh CYACTIIMBOMY CIIACEHUIO.

L

C Mauko npoM30lLIN yKacHble TiepeMeHbl. [Ipekae OH BHOCUI OXUBJIEHUE B KPY-
>KMHBI, C KaXIbIM MTOBECEINUTCS, a ceiiuac BCeX CTOPOHMIICS, a XUIIHMKAM cpa3y IoKa3bl-
BaJl CBOU XENThle KibIKU. OH mepekuBai 3a CBOIO cepHy Me, Kak Ha3bIBaJl €€ 110 UMEHU
MaTepu.
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ManeHnbkass Me MmHoroe nepexuiaa. OHa Kopuuaach OT 00U U ApoxKaja OT CTpaxa,
Korja olnyiajia psaom 3amnax Mauko. Ho co BpemeHeM IpuBbIKJA, KOrjaa yoeaunaach,
yto Mauxko yroJisieT e€ 60Jb. HakoHel oHa MpUBBIKJIA HACTOJBKO, YTO OOs1ach, KOraa
Maiiko He 6bU10 1oMa. Korna oH ygansiicst oT He€ Ha HECKOJIBKO 1IIaroB, OHa YXKe IO/ -
HUMaJia HOCUK, a KOrjJa 4yBCTBOBaJa 3amax Malko, ¢ pagoCTHBIM OjiesiHUEM Opocaiach
K HEMY TIPSIMO Yepe3 KYCTHI.

M Mauxo uzmenuics. [1pexae oH mopBaj Obl TIOOOTO, KTO €ro MOTPEBOXKMUT. A ceil-
yac XUTb He Mor 6e3 MajieHbKoi Me. OHa rpeja ero, aepxajiaach psiioM M MOCTOSIHHO
KPYTUJIACh BO3JIE HErO, TEPJIACHh CBOMM YEPHBIM HOCUKOM O €r0 MOXHarylo 11yoy. He ot-
XOJM1JIa OT HEero HY Ha war. I B HEM cTajio pacTy ropaoe caMOCO3HaHUE 3alllMTHUKA.

— Me, nnoiiaeéM, nouiieM 4ero-Huoyab. A yxe 03540, — ckasan Manko. Me, noa-
YUHSSICh TOJIbKO MHCTUHKTY, JaXXe He CO3HaBajla CBOETO yOOIroro COCTOSIHMSI, BOBCE HE
>KaJ0BaJIach.

OHa noackoymia U TyT XK€ TIprxXKaiach K €ro rpyooii myoe.

OHU HanmpaBUJIMCh BBEPX IO CKJIOHY. CHET YK€ KOe-4TO 3aKpbLI, HO Ma1ko 0e3 Tpy-
Jla OTrpeday CHer Co CTapoi TpaBbl, KOTopas Tak HpaBuiach Me. I1oToM OH npuBeEn €€
K TEIIOMY pyueliKy, Ie KpyrJblii roj Oblia cBexas TpaBka. OH oOHIOXajl BO3AYX, Cel
Ha Kparo JIyXKallkv U CJAeaWI JaXe 3a MaJICMIIMM IIOPOXOM BeTBeli, YTOObI Me HUKTO He
notpeBoxkuia. 1 Me cnokoiiHO 1acijiachk, 00rphi3asi HOCAeAHNE MO0eTU 3eJIEHOI TpaBhl, a
MOTOM HaIWJIaCh U3 CBEXETro pyyenka.

JInyHo g cedbss Malko Hy>kKHO HEMHOTrO. JlecHas >KM3Hb Hayduia ero Kak BbIXKU-
Batb. Korna y Hero HaumHaio OypyaThb B XXeayJaKe, OH He 3Haa xJjionoT. Korna Me crnana,
e Ha KomaHuiy, TaM coBal Jiamy B AyIUIO Ay0a M Korja oHa M3MaXxeTcss MEAOM, XOPpO-
IIIEHbKO €€ 00JM3bIBaJI, TOTOM HAIIMBAJICS BOABLI M 3TOr0 €My XBaTajao. A Koraa MEa 3a-
KaHYMBAJICSI, OH COOMpasl OYKOBbIE OPEXU U XETyAU. beCrToKOUTHCS ObLIO HE O YEM.

st EXXKOBLIEB TOXKE HACTYITWJIM TPYIHbIE BpeMeHa. EXXKOo, KOHEUHO, yKe BbUICUMJI-
CS1, ¥ TOJIbKO MHOTA >KAJI0BAJICS HAa TTOKAJILIBAHUE MO, JIONATKOMU, OHAKO MOPO3bl ObLIN
cypoBbie. O cOope UL Heuero ObLIO U JyMaTh; JaXe BhICYHYThCSI U3-T10]1 KAMHS OH He
oTBaxkuBajcs. OHU 3aTKHYJIU BCE IbIPHI M MPUXAJTUCh APYT K APYTY B TEIJIOM MXY.

[Tocne MOpPO30B BhINAIO CTOJIBKO CHETa, YTO 3aKPbLIO BeCh KaMeHb. Tak EXKOBIIbI
Ob11M 3uMolo 3anuineHsbl. [Tog cHerom Exko n Dypko Hajgenaan KOpUIO0pPUYMKOB, UTOOBI
MOXKHO ObLIIO MOABIIIATE CBEXXUM BO3YXOM.

3uMa 1niaach 10Jro, U Kjiagosas mmycTesa. Exxko ¢ TpeBoroit Hadmrogan 3a Heil. OH
03a00YE€HHO pacCUMTHIBaAJ, HA KaKOe BpeMsl ell¢ XBaTUT, 1 BbITJISIAbIBA M3-T04 KaMHS,
He HayaJj Ju TasTh cHer. OJHaKO 0CBOOOXIEHME HE ITPUXOIMUJIIO.

Onnaxnbl ExxKoBa mpuHeca redyajabHy0 HOBOCTb, UTO Y HUX OCTAJICS TOJbKO OJWH
XYK-porad, KOToporo oHa npubeperiia K npa3gHuky. ExXKo yxe Hu4yero He XxoTejaocb. OH
BBIOpaJICs Tepel KAMHEM U TPYCTHO XOAWJI IO KOPUAOPUYMKAM, BHUMATEIbHO OOHIOXMBASI
3eMJII0, HE TIOBJIAXKHEIA JIM OHA OT mpocoyMuBIIMXcs Kaneiab. Ho HeT. CHer He cxoau.

®ypko Toxe BblIea. EMy cpa3y mpHIIIo B TOJIOBY, UTO OH JOJIKEH CIeJIaTh YTO-TO
3HauuTebHOe. [IpuHsiIcs ¢ oxXecToueHrueM KomnaTb, YTOObI 10OpaThCs 10 MOBEPXHOCTH.
CHer ObLI ChIITy4Yrii, KOIIAJIOCh €My JIeTKO. Tak 4To BCKOpE 3achlNall JOPOry Mo3aau ceOsl.
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TosbKo Ha caMOM BepXy OH HATOJKHYJICS Ha mperpany. BepxHsisi cHexxHast KopKa Obliia
JIOBOJIBHO TOJICTOM, HO DYpKO MYKECTBEHHO CpaxKkaJsicsl, IToKa He 0Ka3aJiCsl Ha MMOBEPX-
HOCTHU.

Kak ri1yooko oH apliiaa Ha cBexeM Bo3ayxe. Bua okpyru ero yausuii. OHa Oblia co-
BEpILLIEHHO OeJI0i, KaKoil OH HUKorIa i€ He Buae. OH B3IJisiga He MOT OTOpBaTh. bbbl
HACTOJIbKO MOPSIKEH, UTO JaXKe HE 3aMETWJI, KaK Haa HUM ycesach [1xe.

— Hy xak, xJIon4uK, XXUBETE, XXUBETE, )KUBETE?

— bena, 6ena. Y Hac ecTb HeUero.

— XM, geucTBuTeabHO O0ena. M y MmeHs1 mopoii B XuBoTe ypuuTt. [logoxnure! MoxeT
YTO-HUOYAb HAUAEM. ..

3amyn CTynEHBII ceBepHbI BeTep, Tak 4yTo Pypko 3ampoxan. OH OBICTPO IOPKHYIT
0o0paTHO Noj KaMeHb, rie ExxkoBa 10Jiro oTTupaa ero, YTo0bl COrpeTh 3aMEP3IIME JIall-
KM. A Ha Ceayloluii IeHb, KOrjua OT rojioja Bce ObLIM MouYTH obeccuaeHbl, DypKo BbI-
OpaJsicsl CBOMM JTJAOMPUHTOM Ha MOBEPXHOCTh U MPUHEC KOPKY, KOTOPYIO Tyda IIpUHECIa
no6pas [1xe. Bot tak ux I1xe n Kopmuiaa 1o caMoii BECHBI ITOYTH, KaXKIbIM I€Hb IIPUHOCS
YTO-HUOYOb, YTO €11 yaaBajJoCh HATU B MYCOPHOM Kyde WX Ha Tpore. Tak 1o BECHBI 1
JOXWUJIN.

EnBa cowi€n cHer, B KpyXkXHHaXx, CJIOBHO 110 MAHOBEHMIO BOJIILIEOHON MaJlO4YKu, Ha-
yajiach HOBasl XKM3Hb. YK€ HUKTO HE AyMaJl O CTpaJdaHUsIX, TIepeHeCEHHbIX 3a 3umy. Bce
HUCXYJIaIU 10 KOCTEM, OJHAKO HE MOIJIM HApaJd0BaThCS JJydaM BECEHHEr0 COJIHIIA.

OIHaKO ¢ BECEHHUMH JIydaMy NPUIILUIA Y BCEBO3MOXHBIE XJTOMOTHI.

CmoTpu-Ka, ogHax bl ExXKo BEpHYJICS B paay>kKHOM HaCTpOeHUU U 00bsIBMI ExXKO-
BOIA:

— Crapyxa, y Hac HOBbIe coceau. M y Hux ecTb Mosoaas exuxa. [loiném mocsara-
eMmcd 1 xeHum Dypko.

ExxxoBa noamnpeIrHyia oT pagiocTyu U ObICTpO cobpaiack B myTh. OHa yxXe MeuTaa,
KaKol OyZIeT y He€ CBaThsl, KAK OHU MHOrAAa OyayT O0JITaTh O TOM, O CEM.

ChHauaza nocaaju MypKo ¢ TOJICTBIM OeJIbIM MOTBUIEM, UTOOBI OH MPEAYIIPEaN O
BU3UTe. MypKO MpUIIET Ha3al B BOCTOPIe OT TOTO, KaK €ro BCTPETUJIMN.

ITon xaMHeM BoLIapWJIOCHh TTpa3aIHUYHOE HacTpoeHue. ExXkkoBa HaBoau/Ia MOPSIIOK,
youpanack, BeIMeTasa, a @ypko B yri1y ToumJi 3yobl. ExXKko ocMaTpuBaJcs repes KaMHeM,
YTOOBI HAUTU KaKOE€-HUOYIb HOBOE YKPBITUE JIJISI MOJIOIbIX.

BeceHHee coHIIE CBETUIIO TaK SIPKO, UTO YyIECHOE TEIJIO pa3IUBaIOCh MO BCEMY
JIeCy.

— Ax, 6ena, 6ena! bosblinas 6ena! — 3actpekoTaia Hag HUM Ilxe.

— Yro cinyuusiochk? — cnpocua Exko.

— bena, 6onbimasg 6ena. B kpyxuHe 1oau. A 3T0 camble CTpalllHbIe XUIIHUKU! —
ckazaina IIxe.

EnBa I1xe uzBectuia 06 3ToM, B JIECy 3arpeMeIn BBICTPEJIbI, M HecuacTHas [1xe 3a-
MEPTBO ynajia ¢ BeTKU. EXXKO B ollemeHeHUM MPOTUCHYJICA TI0J KaMeHb W HaOJroaall,
4yTO OyaeT ganblie. ToTyac mosiBUIICS KaKOM-TO 3€JE€HBIN XMIIHUK, TTOAHsT [1xe, BhIpBall
y He€ KpbUIO U BOTKHYJ ero 3a uuisiny. ITorom oH 6pocui e€ u nmowén naabiie. Exko
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3TO COBCEM He MOHpaBWJIOCh. OCyaMIid OHU KPBICY, HO OHA 3a 3UMY OIIPEeAeIEHHO YIIa.
JlecHble 3Bepu yOMBAIOT paay 3allMThHI WX OT TOJIOAA, HO YEJIOBEYECKUM XUIIHUK YOu-
BaeT paayu CBOETO YIOBOJBLCTBUS. DTO HE MO 3aKOHY. OH CIIpATaJICs, YTOObI €ro JaXe He
BUJIEIIN.

Becrk nec npuiien B ykac. ABUIICS 4eT0OBEUYECKUM XUIITHUK, Y OH HE TIPU3HAET 3aKOH
— TOJIbKO CBOE YI0BOJILCTBHUE.

DTOT XMIIIHUK Ccj1a0, HO BEPOJIOMEH U IOTA[JIUB, TAK YTO HU OJAWH XUILITHUK HE MOXET
C HUM CPaBHUTbCH.

M Mauko otmipaBuiIcs co cBoeit Me B TIyOb Jieca €aBa yCabllaa nepBbiii BeIcTpe. C
YeJ0BEYECKMM XUIITHUKOM OH ObLT yKe 3HaKOM. TOT, KOTOPBIM >KMBET B 1IaJIallle, He TaK
CTpallleH, KaK TOT, KOTOPbIM MPUXOAUT U3JaJIEKa C TPOXOUYILIECH MaJKOM.

Kak TojibKO OHM NepeceKIn JOJINHY, 3a €T0 CIIMHON MHOXECTBO TOHUMX IICOB IO/~
HsIIM aackuid gail. OH He 0osIcsl, TOJILKO oracajcs 3a cBoo Me. 3akphiBajl €€ CBOUM
TEJIOM, YTOOBI 0 HEE€ HE MOIIU J0OPAThC COOAKM, KOTOPbIE 1 BIIPSIMb HE OTBAXKMBAJIMCh
HAKWHYTbCS HAa HETO ¥ OTPAaHMYMBAIMCH TOJILKO JJaeM. MalKko ux gaxe He 3aMmevain. Benb
OH IITYK ITSITh YOUJI Obl OTHUM YAAPOM JAIIbl, €CJIM Obl OHU NIPUOIU3UINCE. Eciin ObI eMy
He HY>KHO ObLJIO obeperaTh Me, oH Obl KMHYJICS Ha HUX U KOE-UYTO IT0Ka3ajl UM.

Me npoxaia u nprxkuMmanach K Manko. Bapyr HeoxXxuaaHHO IporpeMest BRICTpea 1
HecyacTHasi Me ynana 6e3 AbIXxaHUusl Ha 3eMJII0, M3[1aBasi CTpagajibuyecKoe OesiHue.

Y Mauko oT IpoCTH TIjla3a HAJIMJIMCh KPOBBIO U HOC MOKpPbUICS NeHol. Eciu Obl Tak
OBbLI CpaxkEH OH caM, OH IlepeHec ObI 3To Jierye. Ho ero manenskas, cienass Me! OH yxe
He BUEJ HUKAKOI OIacHOCTH, JUIIbL 00Jib yTpaThl Me Biajgena umM. OH MOCMOTpe eliié
pa3 Ha Kopuallleecsl TeJI0 CEPHbI U — KMHYJICS Ha OpyLIUX ICOB. JIBoe 13 OpexyHOB Io-
MajJnucCh eMy IO/ JIally ¥ BCKOpe Jiexaau Ha 3emiie. [IoToM oH yBuaes 3a MHEM 3€JI€HOTIO0,
YyeJI0BeYeCKOro XxulHuKa. KnHyJicss Ha Hero — TyT nporpemMes BTopoii BeicTpe. OH no-
YyBCTBOBAJI OCTPbIN yaap moj jJornaTtky. M Bc€ ke qocTajt XMIIHUKA 1 yAApWJI €T0 O MEHb.
[ToTroM coGakM HAKMHYINUCh HA HETO, €1IE TPEX OH BCE XKe YOWUII, IIPEX/IE YEM IIOTEMHEIIO
B ria3ax. OH TOXe CBaJIWJICS Ha 3eMJIIO.

ExxoBI1Ibl ApoxXaiu oT cTpaxa. Bech jec npoxan kak HukKorna. OHU ChEXUINUCh U
HaAESIJIUCh TOJILKO Ha CBOM KaMEHb.

Ho nepen kamHeM MOSIBUJICSI KAKOM-TO 3BE€pb, OT KOTOPOTO IaxJio Kak oT bpHuo, u
MPUHSIJICS SPOCTHO JIasiThb. BcKope Hax HOpoit pa3gacs 1yM, 1 KAMEHb Hadyal 1aTaThCsl.
YenoBeueckre XUIMHMUKNA OTKATWI KaMEHb Y Mepe UX IJIa3aMU MPEACTAIN YEThIPE CKPY-
YeHHbIE B KJIyOOK Teblia.

A BeuepoM BO BCEM JieCy HACTyIIa OoJibliiasi mevajb, Kakasi ObIBA€T TOJILKO I10CTIe
yXOJa XUILHBIX JIOACH.
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